
     “April showers bring May flowers!” And this

Spring has been no exception! The weather is

getting warmer and there are flowers

everywhere! Flowers on the apple trees, a

multitude of flowers in the gardens, and even

bright yellow flowers on the front lawn of the

church! Spring has sprung and there is hope for

lessening concern about Covid19. Hopefully with

the changing of the seasons, we will have more

ability to safely gather our families together,

including our worshipping faith family at St.

Bart’s!

     In this Spring environment of hopefulness, we

have had two difficult, physically distanced

celebrations over the past few weeks. We

celebrated the life of Carolyn Ross at the

beginning of May and we celebrated the life of

Marlene Merritt this past Saturday afternoon.

Carolyn was a member of St. Bart’s since January

1968 and Marlene was a member since April

1968. They have both been members for over 53

years!

     Carolyn was very active with the Outreach

Team, helping with the Annual Oliver House

Christmas Project each year and helping

homeless people and people struggling in

Brampton. And Carolyn was a regular attendee at

our Sunday services, including recent

attendance online. Carolyn also organized the St.

Bart’s residents of Southbrook to gather with me

for “Tea at 3:00” every month for a fun, topical

discussion, and coffee, tea and treats.

     Marlene was very active with the Pastoral Care

Team, helping with the Annual Strawberry Social

(slicing lots of fresh Ontario strawberries!),

making beautiful Christmas Tree art to raise the

spirits of those in need of some extra care, and

always helping out with Pastoral Care and

THE DOVE
 OUR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

 
 
 

  Church functions. Marlene made a

Christmas Tree for my mother Evelyn that is

now cherished by our family. Marlene was a

regular attendee at our Sunday services and

watched them online right up to the Sunday

before she died.

     Carolyn and Marlene both gave of

themselves to our congregation like loving

matriarchs of our faith family and they will

be missed. Both had remarkable faith and

remarkable goodness and are loving us and

guiding us still, from a heavenly perspective!

     Several of us will be taking a course over

the coming month on how to prepare for

opening up our Sanctuary as we emerge from

Covid19 restrictions. Stay tuned for some

new in-person/online initiatives because we

will move forward benefiting from all of our

learning over the past year and our services

will incorporate our learning for engaging in-

person worship together as well as providing

for online worship for those who are not able

to participate in person. See you in-person

and online again soon!

Blessings,

Jeff 

(416) 919-0273

   May/ June birthdays

May       25 Doug Potts
June

 2 Eleanor Moriethi
        5 Bev Thacker

 5 Cliff Gabel
 8 Ken Pebesma
12 Ron Balsdon
16 Ken Cuthbert
22 Paula Minott
25 Dorean Boss
 

Zoe's 12th birthday
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    Sadly Pastoral Care has lost two
valuable members since our April
Board meeting - Carolyn Ross
(April 16th) and Marlene Merritt
(May 7th). Both were faithful and
devoted members of our team
and will be greatly missed; our
prayers continue for their family
and friends.
     Also in our prayers are Doug
Potts, Bert Hannon, Tyler Ruiz
and Marie Trites all of whom have
been added to our prayer list. We
pray that God will provide for
their needs with comfort and
healing. Likewise may we all
experience God’s blessings in our
lives each and every day.

Submitted by
Liz Hansen

      Hi everyone, I hope this finds you all safe

and healthy. Over the past month we’ve had

a couple of events of note. First, we held our

2021 Annual General Meeting on Zoom on

April 18th. 25 people attended, which is less

than we hoped for but enough for us to

complete the business of the Church. At the

meeting, we reviewed the achievements of

2020, affirmed the Board’s direction for

2021 and elected the 2021 Official Board.

Three new members have joined the Board

this year in the position of Member-At-

Large, Jan Nyhof, Luanne Crilly and Ron

Crouse. Please join me in welcoming them

to their new roles!

     On April 25th, we heard sermon from

Wing Yi Wong. What was unique about this

was that it was recorded here while Wing Yi

was in Princeton, New Jersey and then

played back during the recording of our

service. This is the first time we’ve done this

and marks a new milestone for both the AV

and Social Media teams.

     As you will see in the Finance Report, we

are tracking well to our Operating Budget

this year. Where we are challenged is on the

Revenue side. Without our daily rentals and

possibly no fund raising this year, as well as

a reduction in the available government

wage subsidies, your weekly offerings are

crucial for us to meet our Budget this year.

While the end of the pandemic is almost in

sight, it’s not over yet and now is not the

time to ease up.

     On the Property side, we’re working

through the process of having a backflow 

St. Bart's Social Media
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https://www.facebook.com/stbartsUC
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INSTAGRAM
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YOUTUBE
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6iCKTrteznszDkUY_gWAA?

Message from
Chair Ken 

Pastoral Care

preventer installed in our main water line.
This is a requirement from the Region of Peel
and is not as simple a process as you might
think. To date, the survey document has
been submitted and the asbestos insulation
has been stripped off the pipes. Now we can
work on the drawings and the permit
submission. Hopefully it won’t take too long
to complete this work.

     That’s all for now, enjoy the beautiful
spring weather and stay safe!

Ken Pebesma

Head Office Assessment

The Head Office Assessment for 2021 remains at the same level as 2019 and 2020 since we are in the
final year of a three year freeze. Accordingly, the amount for our congregation remains at $48 per
person. Please add this to your regular givings, with a notation that it is for the Head Office
Assessment, which is tracked separately on your tax receipt.

 
 
 



     A BIG thank you to everyone for your cash and ‘gifts in kind’ donations. 
     Recently, we were blessed with a donation of furniture, electrical appliances and assisted living items that were delivered by the
donor to two families and two disabled seniors.  How grateful we are to be able to help folk within our Brampton community.

     At present, we have an active wish list for the following 
big ticket items:

Queen bed frame, Queen bed with mattress, sofa, living room rug,
 living room chair, chest of drawers, radio 
& toys for a 2 yr old.

     AND we would LOVE to have someone on standby to deliver large items. 

 
                                                                                                          

                                       At our May 4th meeting, we voted to send $350 cheques to three organisations: 
           

                                                                                          Ste Louise Outreach Food Bank, Salvation Army Food Bank and Global Medic 
                                       (a charity  working in the GTA to provide non-perishable food, 
                                        personal care items, PPE and assistance at pop-up vaccine clinics.) 
                                        We also  delivered restaurant takeout gift cards to a family within our 
                                        St Barts’ community.
 
 

                                                                                                        …Bev & the Outreach Team

Outreach 

Membership
     I am really missing all of you at church.It has been so long. 
     Rev. Jeff updates the congregation in the weekly are announcements. During the last month:

-Frank Roberts is at home and doing physio after breaking his femur.
-Bert Hannon who was in hospital with pneumonia is now home and recuperating.
-Doug Potts is still in hospital in rehab. Doug’s son visits him two times a week.
-Tyler Julien who has had meningitis is doing really well and is  still in Sick Kids. It has been a tough struggle.
-Fred Dickson is at home and continuing with his exercises.

     Although it is very sad that we lost two wonderful ladies, Carolyn Ross and Marlene Merritt. We were privileged to be able to be a
part of their celebrations of life online. Thank you all for making that possible.
     We had eight people join our congregation as new members - Araceli  Aris, Thelma Matthews, Sander Fleming and Lori Sampson,
Ron and Joan Crouse, Luanne and John Crilly. This week, bibles and certificates of membership were delivered to all. 
     At our annual meeting we elected three new members to the board: Jan Nyhof, Luanne Crilly and Ron Crouse. Welcome and thank
you.

Stay strong, stay safe and we will be in touch next month.

Lorraine
 



Community Helping Community
     I often pass by a table set up on the boulevard beside The Beer 
Store on Charolais Blvd. The table is sometimes full,  and 
sometimes not full of food, for those in need. There are signs asking 
people to donate when they can and other signs letting people 
know they can take what they need. What a wonderful idea
 - people helping people at a very grassroots level. I applaud 
the individuals who took the initiative to implement such 
a small but mighty solution. The pandemic has hit all of us in
 many ways but not equally. The homeless, low income,
 marginalized individuals have been hit even harder. I know I
 often wondered how I could help.  Well, this gives me an 
opportunity to do so!
     I drove by the other day and the table seemed quite full but 
later in the day when I stopped by to contribute the table was  nearly
 empty! This just reiterated to me that the need is very real.
 As I was dropping food off I heard a man calling, "Miss, miss!" I  looked over and saw two men sitting in the bus shelter (near the table) and
he was calling to me. When I looked over he gave me the thumbs up while saying thank you and God Bless to me. That really hit me that
doing something so insignificant to me (we are blessed to be able to donate) could make a difference that day as to whether someone ate,
or not.  
     I have since been back and met one of the ladies responsible for the table set up. Her name is Sarqa. I learned she is a long-time
Brampton resident living in the area who wanted to make a difference. Sarqa was a very humble and giving person who sees the table as a
way to help those in need. Living near Shopper's World, she was often approached by individuals looking for money for food and the
frequency was increasing, so the table was a better way to deal with the need. She had seen in Toronto and other places where
neighbourhoods had set up tables, some even with refrigerators, so why not help out our community? What a blessing to meet such a
caring individual.  
     There has been much heartache and tragedy during this pandemic that has torn people apart. I wanted to highlight one very simple way
to bring a community closer together and to help those in need. The table is easily located beside the Beer Store at Shopper's World and
you can park directly beside the table. If you're passing by keep an eye out for it: if you're able and feel inclined, drop off an item or two.
They will get used!

Carolyn H.

     Operating expenses are on budget, representing about 1/3 of the annual budget for the four month period ended April 30. We are,
however, facing some headwinds on the revenue side.

·Donations have shown a downward trend in recent weeks.In comparison to April of last year (when we were in lock-down), donations
for the month of April are down 12%.
·Rental income is limited to the Living Water congregation and the Canada Christian Academy (“CCA”). We have granted CCA a
reduction in their monthly rent given that the school is not currently operating. We remain in regular contact with them to understand
their re-opening plans. 
·The level of government assistance in the form of the federal wage subsidy program has been scaled back from last year. Our current
level of assistance, which varies from month to month, is about 15% of wages. Last year at this time, when the program was first
introduced, it was 75%.
·Investment income has been depressed as several issues of bank preferred shares, yielding over 5%, have been called for early
redemption.Finding suitable alternative investments with this level of return is difficult.
·We remain unable to conduct any of our traditional fundraising projects. The Board is looking at possible on-line fundraising options
for the Fall.

Given these challenges, the Board is looking at ways to reduce operating expenses. Our monthly cleaning contract has been scaled back,
and our monthly yard maintenance contract will be stopped once the drier months arrive and the grass stops growing so quickly.
Last year was an exceptional year, and we started 2021 on solid financial footing, so we continue to pay all of our bills on time and to
weather these headwinds. That being said, please review your donations to ensure that they are up to date in accordance with your
planned level of givings, and consider any additional support that might be possible.
Terry Gabel - Treasurer

Finance


