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Let’s join our hearts together in prayer. Let us pray: Gracious and loving 

God, fill us with your Holy Spirit like a violent wind and tongues of fire. In 

Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

This morning, Lorraine read from Luke’s Book of the Acts of the Apostles 

about the day of Pentecost and how “suddenly from heaven there came a sound 

like the rush of a violent wind” and how “divided tongues, as of fire, appeared 

among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.” It was the realization of 

Jesus’ promise that we read about in the gospel according to John: “the Advocate, 

the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, 

and remind you of all that I have said to you.” 

In his book, The Dangerous Act of Worship, pastor and president of Fuller 

Seminary, Mark Labberton shares a story of how the wind and fire of the Holy 

Spirit transformed one of his former congregants: 

“Ben was a very successful man. His professional life flourished. His family life 

was challenging, as a parent of several teenagers. For him, Christian faith was a 

distant and disconnected reality. But he began to have conversations about it with 

his wife and later with me. 

One Sunday I was surprised but pleased to see him in the worship service. As 

he approached me at the door afterward, his eyes began to fill with tears. He 

explained that while visiting Washington, D.C, for a professional conference, he 

had gone to visit the National Cathedral. He slipped into an empty side chapel and 

sat down for some quiet time and reflection. There, unexpected and unsought, 

God’s Spirit simply came upon him. Ben became a new person. The awe and 

wonder of grace and truth beyond his own mind, his own questions, his own 

needs, simply met him and changed him. It was as though his life was utterly 

redefined, and it has been ever since.” 

Jesus told the disciples about the Holy Spirit, but they must have had a hard 

time understanding what he meant when he said: “God will give you another 
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Advocate who will be with you forever.” Jesus told them to wait in Jerusalem for 

the Advocate, whoever that might be. 

They kept waiting for fifty days. Pentecost literally means “the fiftieth day.” It 

was a day-long Jewish festival often called the “Feast of Weeks,” scheduled fifty 

days after Passover. Families from all over Israel gathered to celebrate the 

goodness of God.  

Pentecost is also considered the anniversary of the giving of the law to Moses 

at Mount Sinai. There’s a rabbinic tradition that says that the Ten Commandments 

were given with a single sound, yet when the voice went forth, it was divided into 

seven voices and then seventy tongues so that “every people received the law in 

their own language.” At Pentecost, God’s will is made known through the Holy 

Spirit who speaks to all people in their own language. But the unbelievers scoffed 

and said that they must have been drinking new wine. The faithful received the 

power of the Holy Spirit, but many others did not. 

Dwight Lyman Moody was born in 1837 in Northfield, Massachusetts. At age 

four, his father died and his poverty-stricken mother struggled to raise Dwight and 

his seven siblings. Some of the children, including Dwight had to be sent off to 

work and Dwight only achieved a grade school education. At age 17, he left home 

to become a shoe salesman in Boston and through a Sunday school teacher friend, 

he joined the Boston Congregational Church. At 19, he moved to Chicago, got 

involved in Sunday school work and joined the local YMCA. At 23, he became a 

full-time children’s evangelist for the YMCA, including starting a Sunday school to 

reach poor children from the slums of North Chicago.  

Moody was enthusiastic, but lacked formal education, and he struggled to 

spell and to speak using proper grammar. He didn’t belong to a denomination; he 

was never ordained and he was known simply as Mr. Moody. There were two 

women who used to regularly come to his meetings at the YMCA and they usually 

sat in the front row: ‘Auntie’ Cooke and Mrs. Hawxhurst. They felt burdened for 

Mr. Moody and told him that they were praying for him. He apparently didn’t think 

there was a need for their prayers and he asked why they were praying for him 

and not for the unsaved, to which they replied, “We are praying for you to get the 
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power.” They were praying for him to be baptized with the Holy Spirit and fire, just 

like Jesus’ followers at Pentecost.    

Just before his ascension to heaven, Jesus told his disciples that they would 

be baptized with the Holy Spirit after he left. He said, “you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in 

all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” The Holy Spirit would enable 

the disciples to carry God’s Word to the world. 

Then, at Pentecost, all of the faithful who were gathered, experienced the 

Holy Spirit with a sound like the rush of a violent wind that filled the room and 

divided tongues as of fire that rested upon each of them. It was dramatic! And it 

wasn’t just a one-time event. Luke goes on to describe the Holy Spirit coming 

upon Samarians, and upon Gentiles who heard the Word proclaimed, and upon 

many others who were baptised by the disciples. “God declares, that I will pour 

out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and 

your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.” The gift 

of the Holy Spirit is radically inclusive; for all of Jesus’ followers, then and now.  

After Auntie Cooke and Mrs. Hawxhurst told Mr. Moody about them praying 

for him to receive power through the baptism of the Holy Spirit and fire, he agreed 

to meet with them every Friday afternoon to discuss the matter and to pray. His 

hunger increased. Auntie Cooke reports that on the Friday before the Great 

Chicago Fire, “Mr. Moody’s agony was so great that he rolled on the floor and in 

the midst of many tears and groans cried to God to be baptised with the Holy 

Ghost and fire.” Following the Great Fire, Moody went to New York to raise funds 

for the rebuilding of the church and YMCA building. In New York, while walking 

down Wall Street, Moody received the spiritual blessing that he had been praying 

for.  

Moody describes that day as follows: “One day, in the city of New York - oh, 

what a day! - I cannot describe it, I seldom refer to it; it is almost too sacred an 

experience to name. Paul had an experience of which he never spoke for 14 years. 

I can only say that God revealed himself to me, and I had such an experience of 

His love that I had to ask Him to stay His hand.” R. A. Torrey, a fellow evangelist 
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and friend of Moody’s says that Moody “had to hurry off to the house of a friend 

and ask that he might have a room by himself, and in that room, he stayed alone 

for hours; and the Holy Ghost came upon him filling his soul with such joy that at 

last he had to ask God to withhold His hand, lest he die on the spot from very joy. 

He went out from that place with the power of the Holy Ghost upon him.” 

After his experience with the Holy Spirit, something in Moody changed. At 

first, he was bewildered and he didn’t know what to do. “The sermons were not 

different,” he testified. “I did not present any new truths, and yet hundreds were 

converted. I would not now be placed back where I was before that blessed 

experience if you should give me all the world.” Moody experienced the Holy Spirit 

like the violent wind and flames of Pentecost, and like the disciples, he was able to 

preach the Word of God with new power – the power of the Holy Spirit. Moody 

became one of the greatest preachers in U.S. history. He founded the Moody 

Church in Chicago, which originally held up to 10,000 worshippers, the Moody 

Bible Institute, Moody Publishers, and he shared the good news with millions of 

people around the world. 

Moody was uneducated and had a simple theology, which he summarized 

using the three “R’s.” Not reading, writing and ‘rithmetic, but “Ruined by sin, 

Redeemed by the blood, and Regenerated by the Holy Spirit.” He said that “while 

what one believes is important, in whom one believes is of ultimate importance.”  

The one in whom we believe can be experienced through the Holy Spirit. It’s 

an awesome, empowering experience that will change your life, and it’s yours for 

the asking through faith in Jesus. It’s a promise. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 


