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Let’s join our hearts together in prayer. Let us pray: Gracious and 

loving God, help us to abide in Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

Take a moment and poke yourself in the belly button. Our belly button 

is a constant reminder that we started out connected to our mothers. We’re 

going to celebrate that connection next Sunday, on Mothers’ Day. 

Jesus is a constant reminder that we’re connected to God through 

Jesus. Jesus tells us to abide in him and describes what he means by using 

metaphors drawn from the everyday lives of the people of his time and 

culture. 

In our cellphone age, we are the cellphones and Jesus is our charging 

cord who connects us to the mighty electrical power grid. It’s a current 

metaphor, if you’ll pardon the electrical pun.   

Dr. Howard Hendricks tells of a small town in Texas where the school 

burned to the ground with the loss of more than 200 lives, because they 

didn’t have a sprinkler system. After the initial shock had passed, they 

began to rebuild the school and hired a fire protection company to install a 

sprinkler system. When the new school was opened to the public, guides 

pointed out the new sprinklers in each room to alleviate fears of another 

disaster. The school operated for many years without incident and 

eventually, they needed to build an addition onto the school building. As 

work progressed, they made a startling discovery. The new sprinkler system 

had never been connected to the water supply. They had the latest in 

technology and equipment, yet it was useless – it had to be connected to 

the source of water. God is the source of water; Jesus is the pipe; and we 
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are the sprinklers that sprinkle water when connected through Jesus to God. 

It’s another current metaphor, like the water in a river current. 

Much of what Jesus says in the Bible uses metaphors, allegories and 

word images. To convey a message about God, Jesus would often tell a 

story that related to the people’s everyday lives so that they could figure 

out his message about God for themselves.  

When Jesus uses the metaphor about vineyards, the people know what 

he’s talking about. Vineyards had been carefully cultivated on arable land 

throughout the country for centuries. Grapes and the wine they produced 

were valuable cash crops.  

Grape vines are a very rugged plant, but they require a lot of tender 

loving care to produce good fruit. A young vine is not allowed to bear fruit 

for several years so that all of the energy of the new plant is focused on 

growing roots and getting stronger. The young vine is supported and 

drastically pruned in December or January to preserve its energy. The 

branches that don’t bear fruit are cut out to further focus the energy of the 

plant. If this constant pruning and cutting back isn’t done, the result is a 

vineyard that’s mainly unproductive branches and grape leaves.  

When Jesus spoke about vineyards, the people could identify with the 

metaphor. The vineyard was also a deeply cultural symbol for the Israelites. 

Over and over again, the Old Testament prophets picture Israel as the vine 

or the vineyard of God. In Isaiah’s Song of the Unfruitful Vineyard it says, 

“For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people 

of Judah are his pleasant planting.” In Jeremiah, the Lord God says, “I 

planted you as a choice vine, from the purest stock. How then did you turn 

degenerate and become a wild vine?” Hosea says that “Israel is a luxuriant 

vine that yields its fruit.” Psalm 80 says, God, “you brought a vine out of 

Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it. You cleared the ground for 
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it; it took deep root and filled the land … it sent out its branches to the sea 

and its shoots to the River.” Josephus, the Roman historian, informs us that 

at the time of Jesus, an exquisite golden grapevine was draped across the 

four columns at the entrance to the Jerusalem Temple. Israel was, in the 

eyes of the people, the true vine, whose roots ran all the way back to 

Abraham. The vinegrower and vine symbolism was an important metaphor 

in the Hebrew Scriptures and in Israelite cultural tradition. 

By changing the metaphor a little, Jesus likens himself to the true vine, 

and the fruit bearing branches are his followers. God is still the vinegrower; 

the gardener who owns the land and plants, cultivates and cares for the 

vineyard. The valuable fruit grows from the branches that receive their 

strength and nourishment through Jesus, the true vine, in God’s vineyard. 

Branches that break away from the vine, or are unproductive and bear no 

fruit, are pruned out. 

The metaphor of the vinegrower, the vine, and the branches, focuses on 

the communal and relational nature of the living and growing Christian 

church. The relationships are among God, Jesus and the community of 

Jesus’ followers. Jesus is in the middle, connecting us to God so that we 

bear good fruit; acts of love that are the tangible signs of discipleship. The 

fruit all belongs to God. Good fruit glorifies the gardener and is for the 

gardener’s use; not for the vine and not for the branches. Good fruit is an 

offering of oneself to God for the benefit of others. 

Jesus encourages us to be a community in which members glorify God 

through acts of love. It’s radically relational and non-hierarchical. There’s 

only one true vine and no branch has privilege over any other. Only God, 

the gardener, discerns the need for pruning to make the vine stronger and 

more fruitful, not any of the branches. The key is for us to remain connected 

to Jesus, the one true vine and Jesus will nourish us with the Holy Spirit to 
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bear good fruit together. Today, the gardener added eight new branches to 

the St. Bart’s vineyard! 

There once was a gardener who went to town to purchase seeds for his 

garden. As he was returning home one of the squash seeds he had 

purchased fell from the bag onto the ground. It happened that within a few 

feet was another seed of a different type. The place where the two seeds fell 

was fertile, and they both began to grow. After about a week, the squash 

seed showed signs of growth. The other seed showed none. After two weeks 

the squash plant began to sprout leaves. The other seed showed none. After 

seven weeks the squash plant flowered and began to grow fruit. The other 

seed still showed no progress. After four more weeks, the squash plant 

neared the end of its life, bearing much good fruit, and the other seed had 

barely begun to grow. Many years later, the squash plant was long 

forgotten, but the other seed, an acorn, had grown into a mighty oak tree. 

Many people want their faith to be like the squash. They want to 

experience the fruitfulness of faith right now. But faith requires a lifetime of 

work and patience, and a little periodic pruning. Let’s support each other as 

we strive to abide in Jesus, nourished by the Holy Spirit, and each person 

bearing the good fruit they are uniquely called to bear. Thanks be to God. 

Amen. 


