
    Happy Valentine’s Day! Last Sunday was

Valentine’s Day … as well as the last Sunday of

the season of Epiphany, the Transfiguration of

Jesus, Holy Communion, and getting half way

through the month of February!     February is a

cold month in Canada, but we are warmed by the

love flowing freely in our St. Bart’s community of

caring – our community of love.

   There were a lot of good updates provided to

our Board by the Committee leaders at the

monthly meeting last week. For my part, I talked

about the busy schedule, almost all of which is

accomplished from my little office at home: our

St. Bart’s Board meeting; a Shining Waters

Regional Council meeting; a Brampton

Ministerial meeting of Brampton area ministers,

pastors and priests; a Victoria University Board

of Regents meeting; and an Emmanuel College

Advisory Board meeting. Meetings in person,

within the restrictions of Covid19 rules,

included: a family planning meeting with the

Kerr family and a family funeral service for Don

Kerr at Ward Funeral Home; a short meeting with

Denis, a homeless man who I met during

outreach with Light Patrol a decade ago, who is

now living near Brampton; and meetings every

Sunday morning with our dedicated AV Worship

Team to record our “live” worship services.

    In addition to these activities, I have added

two new learning programs. I am participating

with Deb in a weekly Bible study of the gospel

according to Luke that is being led by the Rev.

Dr. Paul Wilson, my preaching professor at

Emmanuel College who has recently retired and

is writing a book on Luke that forms the basis of

our Bible study. The other activity, also with Deb, 
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 is a daily study about anti-racism that

involves daily preparation, reflection and

Zoom meetings. In our physical separation,

we are trying to stay intellectually

connected.

    We have arranged for Emmanuel College

PhD student Wing Yi Wong to preach at St.

Bart’s on April 25th about anti-racism. Wing

Yi has just finished her Master of Theology

degree at Princeton Theological Seminary

and prior to that was a Youth Pastor in Hong

Kong. Wing Yi will be leading a Bible Study

and preaching via Zoom and we are very

much looking forward to welcoming her to

St. Bart’s.

    On February 7th, I encouraged everyone to

write cards, call or e-mail others in the

congregation to share our love during

February. After listening to the service with

his son Terry, Cliff Gabel put that request

into action and called Marlene Merritt to say

Hi and wish her a happy birthday. Next, Cliff

called me. It was a very special blessing, and

I could feel the love on our call. Please give

folks you know a call this month. You will feel

God’s loving presence on your call.

Blessings,

Jeff

(416) 919-0273

   February/March  birthdays

Feb.  20 Deb Bacon
          20 Dave Hawkins
          20 Leona Goodfellow
          23 Amaya Das
          26 Bev Poersch
          27 Victoria Dickson
          

March 09  Walter File
             11 Joan File
             17  Jack Filby
             27  Bente Markvorsen
             27  Bert Scace
             31  Carol Filby

.
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     Hello everyone! As we move towards

spring, not only are the days getting

longer, but the future is looking brighter

as we see a possible end in sight to the

pandemic. Some members of our

congregation have already been

vaccinated and I hope that all of us will

have the opportunity to do so before

long.

 

    The Committee reports for the 2020

Annual Report have all been submitted

and Deirdre is compiling the full report

now so we can distribute it in early

March. Please take the time to read the

full report to learn about all the good

things that are still going on in our

Church family! 

 

    One of the Board’s objectives for 2021

is to create a new set of priorities for this

year. We have already had some

discussion during our meetings and will

have these available to the congregation

after the March Board meeting. These

will be our guideposts for the remainder

of this year and on into next.

 

    Thank you all for your prayers and

your continued support.

 

Stay safe,

 

Ken Pebesma

      Thank you to the couple of people who have
given me envelopes for mailing the sermons. If
you just put your first name on them I can
cover it with a label.  Just push them through
the mail slot at the church. A penny saved is a
penny earned.

    If in the past you have enjoyed “The Daily
Bread” (Daily devotionals) and we have about
a dozen for March and April at the church
office. Please phone the church office and
Deirdre will set one aside for you.You may pick
it up on a Thursday when Deirdre is in the
office.

    As  I write this there are only 12 days left in
February, maybe some soft warm winds
coming, a bit of green and some snowdrops. 
 Never give up hope--it will happen.

    As always please let Deirdre or me (905-451-
2106) know when your birthday is.  Just maybe
it makes someone's day just a little bit better
to be recognized.

 Miss you!
Lorraine Boomhour

   On Sunday, Feb 7th I was
invited to present the Minute for
Pastoral Care. It was so great to
have Lorraine, Ken and Terry G
in the pews but it was a
reminder of the size limitations
under which we have been
placed. One might expect it to
be a case of “out of sight, out of
mind” but not so. Expressing
care and concern for each other
predominates.
    Many, over and above our
team,  have taken up the
mantle, reaching out to bolster
spirits and offer support. It is
wonderful to see; the spirit of
St. Bart’s is as strong as ever.

Submitted by
Liz Hansen

    M&P has been striving to keep staff
spirits up, most recently with some
Valentine chocolate.

    Here are a couple of winter puns     
to hopefully make you smile. 
Better days are ahead. 
 
“What did the tree say after a long
winter?
A: What a re-leaf!
 
“What do you call ten Arctic hares
hopping backwards through the
snow together?
A: A receding hare line.
 
Stay safe and all the best,

Peggy DeSaegher on
behalf of Lorraine Boomhour, Moe
Asquith and Duncan Thacker of
M&P

Message from
Chair Ken 
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     January and February have been busy months for the Pass It On team. 
We already  have 10 families on our wish list and we have been able to
 provide clothing and household items to seven of them: assisting 7 adults,
 3 babies, 3 teens, and 4 children.
 
    We continue to be blessed with donations of new and gently used 
items from congregation members and community contacts.  Right now 
there is a growing list of items being saved by donors at their homes too. 
 When a need arises, we will ensure these go straight to the relevant 
family. 
 
    As a new initiative, we began posting specific needs to the Pass It On 
team email list in January.  At this month’s Board meeting we received the OK to message
needs in the weekly eblast too.  Needs so far have included: a breast pump, a bassinet, a 24-
month snowsuit, a toddler walking toy, and a mattress.   We managed to find 3 out of the 5.

                      We are now looking for
                                                                                       a desk for a 12-year-old girl doing online

                   education.  Please let Deirdre know if you have one
available.  

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Hoping that this year Pass It On will be able to extend
                  its reach further into our community.

 
                                                                          Bev Thacker and the Outreach team

 
 

Here are 20 funny quotes about the Bible that kids have uttered.  From the mouth of babes...

A Christian should only have one spouse.  This is called monotony.
Noah's wife was called Joan of Ark.
Joshua led the Israelites in the battle of Geritol.
The greatest miracle in the Bible was when Joshua told His son
 to stand still and he obeyed him.
The first commandment was when Eve told Adam to eat the apple.
Noah couldn't do much fishing while he was on the 
ark because he only had two worms.
Moses died before he ever reached Canada.
As the offering plate was being passed, a 4-year-old said, "You don't 
have to pay for me, daddy.  I'm under 5."

February and March Worship
services

FEBRUARY

February 21
First Sunday in Lent

February 28
Second Sunday in Lent

MARCH

March 7
Third Sunday in Lent

March 14
Fourth Sunday in Lent

March 21
Fifth Sunday in Lent

March 28
Palm Sunday and Communion

April 2
Good Friday

April 4
Easter Sunday 

   www.stbartholomews.ca

Outreach 



Finance – 2020
Donations receipts for
income tax purposes

   By now, you should have
been contacted by Deirdre,
our office administrator, to
ask how you would like to
receive your charitable
donations receipt for 2020.  
 Unless the delivery method
was an obvious choice, we
reached out to everyone to
ask how they wanted to
receive their donations
receipt.  Of interest, 44
people (roughly 35% of the
total receipts) asked for their
receipt to be emailed to
them, which saves the cost of
postage and envelopes.
 
    Many of you have probably
already received your receipt.  
If you have any questions,
please contact me, or Deirdre
when she is in the church
office on Thursday mornings
(905-451-2768).
 
    If you need a supply of
recycled donation envelopes,
you can also contact Deirdre.
 
    The financial statements
and my report for 2020 are
nearing completion, and will
be provided to you in the
Annual Report, which I
expect will be available in
March.  Deirdre will be
contacting everyone to ask
how you wish to receive the
report – email, regular mail,
pick-up or hand delivery.
 

 
Terry Gabel – Treasurer
(1-905-854-4576 evenings)

 

In the Lenten book "Faithfully Yours: Letters for the
Wondering," Bri-anne Swan reflects on the perennial
question, “God, where were you?”

 
O Lord, how long shall I cry for help,and you will not listen? Or cry to you
“Violence!”and you will not save? — Habakkuk 1:1-2

 Dear Habakkuk,
    I felt your spirit in a young boy. He was 
about 12 years old, sitting with his 
mother and sister, surrounded by a
 dozen others from the neighbourhood.
     We were lighting candles and taking 
turns first sitting in silence and then 
sharing words of loss and lament.
Most of those gathered had ties to
Sri Lanka and had family members 
who were either killed or injured during 
the 2019 Easter Morning bombings that 
shook both the country and the world.                          Credit: Michael Crenshaw, Flickr (CC BY 2.0)
                                                                                         
    The boy was quite small. Yet in his sorrow, he seemed much older than his age.  Perhaps that is 
 the way of young prophets. “I just don’t understand,” he said. “Why did this happen?  Why does 
 this keep happening?  Why do people keep killing each other?  Why did they do it where we go to
talk to God?  ”The boy then looked skywards. In confusion and indignation he cried out, “God,
where were you?  ”There is a certain courage in voicing doubt and questioning God.  O Habakkuk,
your cry and your song are timeless.  It’s both a comfort and a source of heartbreak.  For  
 thousands of years, these perennial questions continue to tear at our souls in times of violence
and grief.  And yet, 2,600 years later, we’re still left without any easy answers.  Where is God when
a school full of children are kidnapped and enslaved? Where is God when a terrorist begins
shooting worshippers at a mosque?   Where is God when a church is bombed to the ground?
Sometimes the questions of the heart cannot be answered with words alone.  There is, indeed,
courage in questioning God.  There is also courage in maintaining faith, despite doubt and despite
not entirely understanding how the Spirit moves through our days and our lives.  Our young
prophet concluded his questioning with a simple shrug: “I just don’t get it.”  But then he sang a  
 prayer  he’d learned in school. He sang it over and over again.   And because he sang, we could all
sing with him — confused and grieving, but faithfully together.  My friend, your fiery spirit lives 
on.  In timeless solidarity,

Bri-anne 

Bri-anne Swan is the Community Minister with Living Presence Ministry in
East Gwillimbury, ON and a candidate for Diaconal Ministry. She is a
spiritual companion to men on Texas’ death row, journeying with them as
they move toward their executions. In addition to her ministry role, Bri-anne
is a professional singer/songwriter and composer with three released
albums to date.

This blog post is an excerpt from last year's United Church Lenten devotional, Faithfully Yours,
which shares a series of letters for the spiritually wondering, inspired by love. It features daily
scripture, reflections, hymn suggestions, personal questions, and prayers for individual devotions
or group study by a wide variety of United Church contributors. It also includes a helpful study
guide. 


