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Let’s join our hearts together in prayer. Let us pray: Gracious and 

loving God, cleanse us of all that separates us from you, transform 

us with compassion, and open us to the joy of living in your love. In 

Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

After she woke up from a good night’s sleep, a woman told her 

husband, “I just dreamed that you gave me a beautiful pearl necklace for 

Valentine's Day. What do you think it means?” “You'll know tonight!” he 

replied cheerfully. That evening, the man came home with a beautifully 

wrapped Valentine’s Day gift and gave it to his wife. Delighted, she opened 

it … to find a book entitled, The Meaning of Dreams.  

Legend has it that there was a young man named Valentinus who lived 

in Rome during the reign of Claudius II; a time when Christians were being 

brutally persecuted. Valentinus helped Christians, and he was caught and 

put into prison and condemned to death. He was beaten with clubs, stoned 

and finally beheaded on February 14th, in the year 269. While he was in 

prison, Valentinus is said to have miraculously healed his jailer’s blind 

daughter, Julia and he sent her a farewell note signed, “Your Valentine.” He 

later became Saint Valentine. Valentine's Day has Christian beginnings; 

founded in love, healing and service. 

About 200 years before the beheading of St. Valentine, Mark wrote his 

gospel. Mark’s first chapter sets the stage and aptly begins, “The beginning 

of the good news of Jesus Christ, the son of God.” It’s an action packed first 

chapter: John the Baptist appears in the wilderness proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins and “the One who is more powerful 

than I is coming after me … he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit.” Then 
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John baptises Jesus and the Spirit descends like a dove on him. Jesus is 

tempted by Satan in the wilderness for 40 days and then he calls his first 

disciples, Peter and his brother Andrew, and James and his brother John. 

Then Jesus begins his miraculous acts of love. First, Jesus casts out an 

unclean spirit from a man while teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum; 

second, later that same day at Peter’s home, Jesus heals Peter’s mother-in-

law. They’re the first two of a total of 18 miracles described by Mark, 15 of 

which are included in the first eight chapters. They’re acts of love: healing 

people, feeding people and saving people, all through miraculous power 

over what we understand as the laws of nature. Mark clearly conveys that 

Jesus has miraculous power; the power of God that we got a glimpse of at 

the beginning of the first chapter when the Holy Spirit descends like a dove 

on Jesus at his baptism, and a voice from heaven proclaims to Jesus, “You 

are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” Today, in chapter 

nine, we hear the voice again with a similar message for Peter and James 

and John, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 

Have you ever heard a voice from heaven; God’s voice? Good listening 

is like tuning in a radio station on an old radio. For good results, you have to 

tune in only one station at a time. When two radio stations are playing at 

the same time it’s like trying to listen to two people speak at the same time. 

You end up with confusion, distortion and frustration. Good listening 

requires a choice of where to place your attention. For me to tune into Deb, 

I must first choose to put away all that will divide my attention: lay down 

the newspaper, or put down the book I'm reading, or set aside my sermon 

preparation. It’s the same for listening to God: we have to set aside other 

things and focus on what God is trying to say to us. 

Peter and James and John, were three fishermen who were among the 

first disciples asked by Jesus to “follow me.” They were the same three who 
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accompanied Jesus to the Garden of Gethsemane. On the mountain, these 

three disciples see Jesus “transfigured before them, and his clothes became 

dazzling white;” they see Moses and Elijah talking with Jesus; and then the 

voice of God speaks to them from a cloud. It’s amazing, but it makes you 

wonder whether encounters with God are limited to these momentous, once 

in a millennium or so, mountaintop revelations.  

Most of us know the famous “I have a Dream” speech that Martin 

Luther King Jr. gave at the Lincoln Memorial as part of the 1963 March on 

Washington. On a sweltering, humid day in Washington, about 250,000 

people came to hear Martin Luther King speak about equality and justice for 

African Americans. What most of us don’t know is that the famous “dream” 

part of his speech almost never happened, in fact, it was not supposed to 

happen. It was not a part of his prepared remarks for that day, but King 

heard a voice. 

As King approached the climax of his speech, he seemed to hesitate, 

perhaps unsure of whether his prepared remarks were as inspiring as he 

had hoped. At that moment, the great civil rights leader heard a voice: “Tell 

them about the dream, Martin! Tell them about the dream!” It was the voice 

of gospel singer Mahalia Jackson behind him. At that point, Clarence Jones, 

one of King’s advisors leaned over to the person next to him and said, 

“These people out there, they don’t know it, but they’re about ready to go 

to church.” 

Martin Luther King had been testing out the “dream” section of his 

speech at previous events, and when he heard Mahalia Jackson’s voice, he 

put into words the longings of a generation to experience equality and 

justice for all. He described the power of the gospel to create reconciliation 

where there had previously been hostility and tension. It was an important 
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moment in history. Martin Luther King Jr.’s Dream still inspires us in our 

anti-racism efforts today. 

Sometimes we want to see the transfigured Christ, so badly, that he 

seems to appear in a cloud, or the markings on a rock, or almost anywhere. 

And similarly, we desperately want to hear God’s voice, but interestingly, we 

can tune in to God’s voice almost anywhere, if we listen carefully. God’s 

voice can be heard in the voice of a friend, or a colleague, or a stranger. 

God’s voice can be audible or it can be something that happens as if coming 

from a cloud in our minds, or even in a warm wordless feeling of divine 

presence. And like Peter and James and John, we’re transformed. 

Mark says that Jesus undergoes a metamorphosis – that’s the Greek 

word that he uses, and it’s been translated as transfigured. We use the word 

to describe the miraculous transformation that a butterfly undergoes when it 

emerges from its cocoon. Mark says that the disciples are confused and 

afraid. Peter blurts out about making three dwellings for Jesus, Moses and 

Elijah. He was an impetuous fisherman and when in doubt, he wanted to do 

something. But this is where God intervenes, and points the disciples, and 

us, back to Jesus: “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” What an 

amazing, transformative experience: Jesus transfigured and God’s voice 

transforming his disciples! The gospel continues to describe amazing events 

that reinforce the transformation of the disciples. On Easter morning we’ll 

hear about the greatest transformation of all: when the resurrected Christ 

appears to the disciples and sends them forth to tell others about the good 

news of God’s eternal love for us. Thanks be to God. Amen. 


