
     Happy New Year! It’s the classic greeting at

this time of year. But today is Blue Monday; the

third Monday of January; the most depressing

day of the year. Many would dispute whether it

really is the start of a Happy New Year. Last year

was fraught with difficulties and we’re off to a

turbulent start so far in January 2021. Covid19

and its variants are spreading rapidly around the

world in a second wave that has been predicted

all along to be worse than the first wave last year

– and it is. And south of the border we’re

witnessing a US President being impeached for

the unprecedented second time after a deadly

revolt against the U.S. Capital driven by

supporters of the outgoing President who

embrace ideological movements most of us

Canadians abhor. And there is international

unrest among nuclear superpowers, and, and,

and. I heard an evangelical Christian pastor

describe our current situation as the beginning

of the end times. Not like the end times; the end

times.

     But frankly, what I see is the beginning of a

Happy New Year! Covid19 will come under

control later this year and we will once again

gather as a congregation in our Sanctuary. A new

US President was inaugurated  this week and

countries will continue to work toward resolving

conflict. Perpetrators of social injustices will see

the light and be reconciled. In all of the ups and

downs we experience, we give thanks to

God for God’s endless, unfailing love for all

Creation. In God’s view, it’s not about us and

them – it’s only about us – the us that includes

all of humanity.

     We’ve had our first Board Meeting of
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the New Year that Ken summarized during

our worship service last Sunday. Our Board

gathers online using Zoom once per month

to consider the life and work of St. Bart’s. We

are an engaged congregation touching the

lives of those in our church community as

well as the lives of those in our Brampton

community and beyond. We stay connected

as a Board and we are striving to maintain

the connectedness of our entire

congregation. Congratulations to Sander

Fleming who was elected unanimously to be

our Shining Waters Regional Lay

Representative and will represent us in the

discussions and decisions of the United

Church. If you would like to help us stay

better connected this year through

participation on the Board, I encourage you

to contact Ken or me. We have openings on

the Board for a Board Secretary, Property

Chair, and Members at Large, and we

always welcome congregants to participate

in our Board meetings as guests.

     It is a Happy New Year! And we’re doing

our part to help make it so!

Blessings,

Jeff 

 (416) 919-0273

    January/February birthdays

Jan.  24 Carolyn Ross   
          29 Deirdre Kane
          29 Brenda Gabel  

Feb.   7  Margo Thompson
          11 Marlene Merritt
          20 Deb Bacon
          20 Dave Hawkins
          20 Leona Goodfellow
          23 Amaya Das
          26 Bev Poersch
          27 Victoria Dickson

          Frank Roberts 
.
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Chair & Property January 2021

 Happy New Year from the Board! We hope

that everyone was able to celebrate

Christmas and New Year’s with someone

they love. Your Board continues to meet

monthly via Zoom so we can continue the

business of the Church, with our first

meeting of 2021 on the 13th of January. 

      I have exciting news about the long

vacant Board position of Regional

Representative, formerly called Presbytery

Rep. Sander Fleming stood for nomination

for the position and was voted in

unanimously. He will now attend Regional

meetings on behalf of our congregation

and will keep us informed as to what is

happening at that level of the United

Church. Thank-you Sander for standing for

this position and congratulations! There

are still a few other vacancies to fill and

we are looking at potential candidates to

approach so that we can get back up to

full strength.

     As we will not be able to hold our

Annual General Meeting at its usual time of

the year, and possibly not until the fourth

quarter, the United Church Head Office

recommended that churches put together

an Expense Budget to cover the day-to-

day operations of the church. Terry Gabel

presented this budget to us and it was

accepted, so we already have this

document in place to guide us through the

year. 

     When church business returns to

normal, we will schedule an AGM and

expand the budget to include whatever

revenues we think will be possible in what

remains of the year. Even though the AGM

is deferred, we will be issuing our annual

report by the end of February and all of

the Committee Chairs are hard at work on

it now.

      Last month, there was a mention about a

new gate which had been installed by St.

James Church in the fence between our

properties. I was able to contact one of their

Wardens to discuss why they did this and there

are a couple of reasons. Since the marijuana

dispensary opened on Main Street, they have

noticed a lot of vehicular and pedestrian traffic

using their rear parking area as place to

conduct illegal transactions and this is part of

the enhanced security they have needed to put

into place. The other reason is that once per

year, the gate will be locked for 24 hours so

that they continue to establish that their

property is private. I will maintain contact with

them so that we can co-ordinate the date as we

need to do the same thing.  So far we have not

encountered the same problems as they have

but we will stay vigilant to make sure it doesn’t

happen.

     Thank you all for your prayers and your

continued support of the Church.

Stay safe.
Ken Pebesma , Chair

      Hello my good friends.  I am thankful today for
our minister Jeff , our mild winter, the vaccine is
here and mostly that I am Canadian. There is no
snow to shovel and I am thinking of getting the
lawn mower out! 
     I wish you could see us on Sunday.  I am there
every week as well as Dorean and the sound
person (Ken, Terry or Lori).  Not many people and I
always feel that Jeff is preaching directly to me. 
 Aren’t I privileged. Steve is working on the
computer getting it ready to send out the audio
and the video. We are blessed to be able to do this.  
Thanks to Frank Roberts for doing so much to help
us on video.
      Do you know of anyone who does not have a
computer and has no access to getting,the church
service every week?  We are so happy to send you
the  sermon every week  and our new Dove
newsletter every month. We do want to keep in
touch with our members. 
      Do we need to include anything else in our
newsletters?  Please call me with any ideas 905-
451-2106 

Lorraine Boomhour

     As we begin the New Year, we
look back and wonder how life
could have taken such a turn.          
     Despite many predictions
suggesting otherwise, we are
still embroiled in this Pandemic.  
Are you a worrier? I know I am.
Sometimes it’s hard not to be.  It
reminds me of what the 
 Israelites had to be going
through when they were up
against the Philistines.  Victory
seemed impossible but then
along came pint-sized David;
with his sling and five stones
and didn’t he fell the giant
Goliath on his first attempt! 
He never doubted for a minute
he could do it and even
discarded the unwieldy
weaponry Saul provided him.  
     God wants to provide us with
the victory - when we go up
against our Goliaths, may we
have the faith of David – it was
unshakeable, huge and is there
for the asking.  God bless.

Liz Hansen

     Happy New Year!
     We are grateful and thankful for our
caring and conscientious staff and
hope that Rev. Jeff enjoyed his
birthday on December 12.  We will be
wishing Deirdre a Happy Birthday on
January 29. 
     To anyone else in the congregation
celebrating this month, best wishes
from all of us.
Stay safe and all the best,

Peggy DeSaegher on behalf of
Lorraine Boomhour, Moe Asquith and
Duncan Thacker of M&P

Message from
Chair Ken 

Pastoral Care

Ministry and
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Membership 



     December proved what a caring, generous congregation we have at St Barts. 
     Stuffy was overwhelmed to receive additional funds during the month
 to make a grand total of $1803.  Sooooo, besides the donations of $755 
in gift cards to both Peel Children’s Aid Society’s ‘Holiday Wishes‘ 
program and Knight’s Table’s ‘Holiday Hamper’ initiative, we were able 
to provide gift cards to three families in our extended St Barts' 
community with just a little help from our general funds. 
     We were delighted to hear that Regeneration Outreach community gave out more than 140 pair of Holy
Undies to their guests as part of their Christmas gift bags. 
     And the White Gift program yielded an amazing $1500 for the Salvation Army Family Resource Centre
on Main St, Brampton. 
     We even had our very own Christmas miracle.  On Dec 22nd a message was sent out to the Pass It On
team saying a Peel Children’s Aid Worker had a Mom with a 12 -year- old daughter urgently needing a
microwave.  They had just moved; had absolutely nothing.  (a circumstance that undoubtedly pointed to
an escape from domestic violence.)  That began a chain of emails that culminated in a social worker
pickup at 3:00 pm Christmas Eve.  Folks had rallied to the call.  Our UCW store of ‘bazaar items in waiting’
had been raided.   Mom received a microwave, bedroom and bathroom linens and kitchen items too.  We
learned they celebrated Christmas… thus a gingerbread house kit and a Christmas stocking plus some
personal care items joined the donation AND winter jackets for both, boots for the girl.  AND a $100
donated Walmart card.   Astounding… 
     Your Outreach team is so very grateful for your continuing generosity. THANK YOU SO MUCH for
allowing us to reach out a helping hand to those in need…   
     Let’s see what we can do in 2021!!

Bev Thacker

January and February
Worship services

JANUARY

January 31
–Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

FEBRUARY

February 7
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

February 14
Transfiguration Sunday.
Communion & Minute for St.
Barts

February 21
First Sunday in Lent

February 28
Second Sunday in Lent

 

   www.stbartholomews.ca

Outreach 

Ministry of Music

     Here  we are, well into the start of a new year. In spite of the ongoing pandemic we continue to bring
meaningful worship through scripture and music to you at home.
     In the absence of our choir, I appreciate the contribution of the many friends and musicians who give their time
and talent to complement our Sunday services. They will continue to bring their special gifts in the coming
months.
     Music worship is an important expression of my faith and I will endeavour to continue along this path.
     In closing, it is an uplifting and enjoyable experience working with such a dedicated "team."  It is not only fun
but truly a blessing getting together on Sundays.
     May God bless you all and keep you safe.

Director of Music 
Dorean Boss



Don Kerr

     Donald Selwyn Kerr, 88, of Brampton, Ontario, passed away
 peacefully January 17, 2021, at his home surrounded by
 his wife and four children.
     Don was born January 24, 1932 in Oxbow, Saskatchewan. 
He graduated from the University of Alberta and 
transitioned into the finance world where he worked
 for General Motors Acceptance Corporation and after 
42 years of service retired in 1996.
     He married Janice Mary Rooke on April 18th, 1959 and 
together raised their four children.
     He spent most of his retirement days playing tennis, 
travelling, honing his incredible watercolor skills and enjoying 
the many sleepovers with his grandchildren.
     Don is survived by his wife Jan, David and his wife 
Kim (Ryan, Alec) Debbie Porter and her husband Colin
 (Jordan, Courtney) Peter and his wife Marlene (Matthew, Mikayla, Matthew (Bud), Erin), Karen and her
husband Greg (Natalie, Sydney, Cameron).
     A private service will be held with interment of Cremated Remains and a Celebration of Life held at a later
date. Funeral arrangements entrusted to the Ward Funeral Homes "Brampton" Chapel (52 Main Street S,
Brampton). In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Canadian Cancer Society or the Kidney
Foundation of Canada.

Toby Montgomery

     We are saddened to hear of the death of 
12-year-old Toby Montgomery, son of Kevin and Emily 
Montgomery and brother to Adela and Sebastian.  
     Toby was the grandson of Bob and the late Debbie 
Montgomery, who were members of our congregation. 
     Bob and Debbie both sang in the choir and Bob painted
 the picture of the Dove hanging at the back of our sanctuary.
 Our prayers are with Toby's family.

Finance – 2020
Donations receipts for
income tax purposes

      I expect to have your
donation receipt for 2020
signed and printed by the
end of the month.
     Normally, these receipts
would be available for pick-
up after our Sunday
worship service, however,
this year will obviously
have to be different.
Unless the method of
delivery is readily
apparent, you will be
contacted by Deirdre to
confirm which of the
following delivery options
you would prefer:
1.    Hold at the church
office for pick-up on
Thursdays 9 am-1 pm 
(in a sealed envelope)
2.    Hand delivered to your
residence (envelope
left in the mailbox)
3.    Regular mail
4.    Email
    The last option recognizes
that many organizations
provide their charitable
donation receipts
electronically.  We are not
completely there yet, but
this year we can provide
you with an electronic copy
of your receipt and deliver
it to you by email, if you
wish.
     I expect that Deirdre will
be in touch with you before
the end of the month.                  
However, feel free to
contact her in the
church office on Thursday
mornings if you would
prefer to do so.
 
Terry Gabel – Treasurer
(1-905-854-4576 evenings)

St. Bart's Social Media

FACEBOOK https://www.facebook.com/stbartsUC
TWITTER https;//www.twitter.com/stbartsUC
INSTAGRAM https://www.instagram.com/st.bartsunitedchurch/
YOUTUBE https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV6iCKTrteznszDkUY_gWAA?

In Memoriam


