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THE DOVE
OUR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

Reflections From
Reverend Jeff
Wow! It’s almost Christmas! There are
Christmas carols playing on the radio, lots of
homes are decorated with colourful Christmas
lights, we have the best ever Christmas tree
decorated in our family room … but the
shopping malls are empty and there’s an
awkwardness to the planning of Christmas
dinner. This is going to be a different kind of
Covid Christmas.
For starters, for practical reasons, our family has

CELEBRATIONS

scaled back the commercial aspects of
Christmas. We’re having “Secret Santa” gifts this
year, where with the aid of an online program,
each person has one Secret Santa present to buy
and will receive one in return. I ordered a present
online last night for my Secret Santa person and

patient, and a little more considerate and

it will be delivered to our home in two days. They caring. And we’re focusing more on the true
will love it! I wonder who is buying me a Secret

meaning of Christmas. As we move through

Santa present and likely also ordering it online.

the Advent weeks of anticipation; through

Christmas morning will just be the three of us

our weeks of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love, we

here at home (plus dogs!) and maybe a Zoom call can’t help but feel the Spirit of Christmas
for Secret Santa presents. But we still haven’t

touch our lives. Pause for a moment and

got Christmas dinner figured out. At our home, I

think of the times recently that you have

think we will still cook a big turkey with lots of

smiled or laughed, said or heard something

traditional accompaniments. The process of

kind, or were amazed at some aspect of the

making dinner is fun, even if there are lots of

wonder of Creation. There’s good news all

leftovers! Maybe we’ll deliver hot dinners to

around us and the best news of all will be

family members, or if it’s nice outside, we might

celebrated on December 25th; the birth of

be able to eat physically distanced in the back

Jesus; God’s gift to us all. Even Covid can’t

yard. It’s a tough one. But we’re having fun

overshadow the good news of Christmas.

figuring it out together!

Merry Christmas everyone!

It’s a different kind of Christmas this year, and

Blessings, Jeff (416) 919-0273

even in the midst of all the unsettling news on
social media, there’s still lots of good news all
around us. We’re being resilient, a little more

CELEBRATING ADVENT
Zoe Keith-Liechti, age 11, prepared four advent
art pieces reflecting Hope, Peace, Joy and Love
over the Advent season.

December/January birthdays
Dec. 21 Janna Pebesma
27 Don Campbell
Jan. 3 Don Henley
3 Terry Gabel
4 Betty Ryan
10 Jacky Gandy
12 Bert Hannon
Please send us news about anything you
are celebrating for inclusion each month.

Message from
Chair Ken
Chair & Property December 2020
Hello everyone! It’s hard to believe it’s

councillors. It was interesting to hear the
concerns and perspectives of the participants,
and Mayor Brown was able to share more
information about how and where Covid is
spreading in our city. At the start of the

already December and we are well into our

meeting, we witnessed the live raising of the

celebrations of the season of Advent. Your

Christian flag in front of City Hall where it will

Board met online this week and here is a

fly for the entire month and we are also now

summary of the items we discussed as well

displaying it in our Sanctuary. (Picture below)

as a Property update.
Normally at this time of year, we have
started planning for our annual general
meeting, but there is still much
uncertainty if we will be able to hold it on
our usual date. Whether or not we can
meet will depend on the status of the
pandemic in Peel. If the meeting needs to

Repairs to the Sanctuary roof have been

be delayed, the United Church Head

completed, which necessitated the complete

Office recommends that the Board

removal and replacement of our solar panel

approve an expense operating budget to

system, a major undertaking. Everything went

make sure that the necessary items like

according to plan and even the weather co-

salaries and utilities are paid and tracked.

operated and we’re delighted we no longer

This is something we will continue to

have to contend with any leaks. We were able

monitor.

to access our Capital Fund to cover the cost of

Our Treasurer, Terry Gabel, delivered

this activity so that our Building Fund remains

some wonderful news about our budget.
We received an unexpected donation of
$3,000 from the UCW, which coupled with
your strong givings and the return of
rental payments from the Canada
Christian Academy school and
Living Waters congregation means our
Local Operations Fund will finish the year
with a surplus that will position us well
going into 2021 given the continuing
financial uncertainty expected next year.
What a fantastic blessing this is for St.
Bart’s, and I want to thank everyone who
has contributed to this result.
Last November, the City of Brampton
passed a resolution declaring December as
Christian Heritage Month. On December
1st, Reverend Jeff, Steve Rhodes and I
participated in a Zoom meeting with many
of Brampton’s Christian Worship leaders,
Mayor Patrick Brown and a couple of city

intact to cover day-to-day maintenance
expenses.
It has been a hectic year for us and
I want to thank the Board for their diligence
and support. I would also like to thank the
online worship team who have been putting
together a service for us to participate in every
week since March! We were ahead of many
other churches when we rolled this out, and 9
months later some of them still haven’t been
able to match what we do.
On behalf of myself and the Board, I
would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year! Remember to
celebrate the positives!
Thank you and stay safe.
Ken Pebesma , Chair

Pastoral Care
This Christmas will be different
but the story is the same.
May we take a second look and
remember how beautiful the
first Christmas was in its
simplicity – the precious gift of a
baby born, not in the
magnificence of a palace but
instead in the humbleness of a
stable, accessible to all and yet
seen by only a few.
What an unlikely scenario for the
coming of a king. Why? What did
God have in mind? He can still
mystify us with his plans but he
asks us to trust him as they
unfold. We have been shaken
this past year by our
circumstances and we can’t help
but ask why. We may not have
an answer but one thing we do
know is that God will see us
through. On behalf of Pastoral
Care may you hold on to this
promise and have a blessed,
hope-filled Christmas.
Liz Hansen

Ministry and
Personnel
Season’s Greetings!
We are grateful and thankful for our
caring and conscientious staff
especially during this difficult year.
We hope the poinsettias and gift
cards they received from us at the
beginning of Advent on behalf of the
congregation will give them joy and
show our thanks for all they do.
Merry Christmas to all!
Stay safe and all the best,
Peggy DeSaegher on
behalf of Lorraine Boomhour, Moe
Asquith and Duncan Thacker of M&P

Ministry of Music
This year would have been our 52nd annual Christmas Concert. For many in our congregation, the Concert is a wonderful
beginning to the Christmas season.
We are fortunate to be together, albeit electronically, and I am thankful to be able to join Rev. Jeff and the other members of
our small team by supporting our worship services through the Ministry of Music.
During December Melissa Schoonhoven soloed and Liz Hansen joined me in a piano/organ duet. On Christmas Eve Soprano
Rhonda Shirreff will sing a Christmas favourite O Holy Night. I want to thank all three for their valuable contributions. Last
month I forgot to mention Nea Georgiou as one of our soloists. Nea is a Soprano in our choir and has been one of our soloists
for years. We value Nea’s talent.
To members of the congregation, thank you for your comments and support over the last eight
months.
I wish you and your families a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Love to you all, and stay safe.
Dorean
Director of Music

Membership
This has been an incredible year. No one knew in January 2020 what was coming. I believe St. Bartholomew’s weathered the storm. Although our
committees can’t meet physically they have all been working behind the scenes. I'm so proud that we have been able to bring you the church service
every week.
So much to be thankful for. We are still accepting used postage stamps. Save them until we meet again or drop them off in my mailbox, (35 Harper) or
the mail box at St. Bartholomew’s.
Keep the faith. This too shall pass and we will come out on the other side better than ever.
Merry Christmas and may God bless you and keep you strong!
Lorraine

Outreach
Our old friend Stuffy is feeling so very blessed
as he heads back to Auntie Yvonne’s basement.
He wants everyone to know how delighted he is
to have received $1713!!
Walmart and No Frills gift cards ($25 each) have been purchased
and delivered to the Peel Children’s Aid Society’s ‘Holiday Wishes‘ program and Knight’s Table’s ‘Holiday
Hamper’ initiative. All these cards are headed to families in need in Peel Region.
AND he has heard that donations are still arriving…
Outreach undertook 3 new projects in the past month…
We adopted two families through the Peel District School Board’s ‘Share the Joy’ program for a donation
of $750; donated $250 for start-up funds for the new Free Store at Sir John A MacDonald Senior Public
School on Centre Street and paid for 118 meals at Scott Mission for $500.
Through Outreach & Food Bank funds we sent $400 cheques to both Knight’s Table and Ste Louise
Outreach. As we didn’t have Holy Undie Sunday this year, we decided to use 450 to purchase 98 men’s
boxers & 42 women’s undies. These were delivered to Regeneration Outreach Community Dec. 14th.
In Pass It On news, we had two large donations of gently used winter clothing, Christmas decorations & a
sleeping bag as well as some knitted items from a new community donor. We distributed these to four
new families (with a total of 10 children) & an additional five families already on our list (with a total of 19
children). We also passed along a large bin & 2 bags of gently used winter clothing plus a sleeping bag to
Regen…
THANK YOU SO MUCH for allowing us to reach out a helping hand to those in need…
Bev Thacker

Worship in December
December 20- 10:30 am, for
audio and 12:30 pm for video.
Fourth Sunday of Advent - Love
December 24-Christmas Eve Communion 7 pm for audio
and video
December 27-10:30 am, for
audio and 12:30 pm for video.
First Sunday after Christmas
www.stbartholomews.ca

Finance Update
2021 Envelopes
We are not ordering pre-printed
weekly envelope sets for 2021,
choosing instead to recycle
unused envelopes from prior
years. Additionally, more
people are using etransfer and
PAR to make their donations.
However, if you wish a supply
of recycled envelopes suitable
for use in 2021, please contact
Deirdre in the church office.
Income tax receipts for 2020
donations

OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL WISHES YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS
With love and blessings, your St Bart’s Sunday School sent 35 handmade cards to our St Bart’s

To be included on your income
tax receipt for 2020, donations
must be received at the church
office no later than Thursday,
December 31, 2020. Although
the office will not be open, mail
or drop-offs through the mail slot
on the front door will be checked
regularly between the last
Sunday in December on the
27th and the afternoon of
December 31. If you need any
assistance with getting a
donation to the church, please
contact Deirdre in the office up
to December 23, or contact me
any time before December 31.

Congregation filled with love and hope for a better 2021!!!! Stay safe and stay cozy.

UCW
The UCW is happy to announce that even with “The Pancake Supper” as our only fundraiser for
2020 we were still able to continue with our end of year donations.
A roll over of funds from last year allowed us to contribute to the following.
Stuffy $350. The United Church Sparrow Lake Camp $100.
The Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada (WICC) $100. Brampton’s Ste. Louise Outreach $200.
The Salvation Army $100. Sandy Salteaux Spiritual Centre $100.00 and St. Bart’s $3000.
We are looking forward to a healthy, happier 2021 and to be able to continue with our Rummage
Sales, The Bazaar and other various fundraisers. The format of the presentations will certainly be
changed and will vary with time but our willingness to serve will be the same.
We wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Healthy Happy New Year.
The UCW

Income tax receipts will be
available in mid January, and
will be mailed out or hand
delivered, unless you contact
Deirdre in the office in January
to make other arrangements.
Terry Gabel – Treasurer
(1-905-854-4576)

