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THE DOVE
OUR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

Reflections From
Reverend Jeff
Hi Everyone! This is a new format, primarily
for those without internet access, to stay
better connected during our Covid-19
physical distancing at St. Bart’s. We look
forward to gathering back in the Sanctuary
together as soon as it is safe to do so – and
we hope that this helps in the interim. Please
let anyone on the Board know if you have
something that you would like to have
included in this monthly newsletter.
I have been working from my home office
during the week and joining with Dorean and
our small AV Worship Team each Sunday
morning in the Sanctuary to record a “live”
worship service that is posted on our
stbartholomews.ca website. An audio version
and a video version of the service are posted
each week along with a copy of the sermon.
We deliver a copy of the sermon and will
deliver a monthly newsletter to those
without internet access. We hope that
everyone can stay connected each week in
one or more of these formats.
These days, most meetings are by phone call
or by Zoom (a computer meeting program). I
have been meeting by Zoom with the
Brampton Ministerial group of local Christian
Pastors, as well as the Victoria University
Regents and Finance Committee, the
Emmanuel College Advisory Board and
Executive Committee, and the Shining Waters
Regional Council.This past weekend we had
the all-day Shining Waters Regional Council
Annual Meeting by Zoom!

One of the exciting new possibilities for
our worship together is to have some
preaching students from Emmanuel
College come and preach to us on some
Sundays in the Spring. They would provide
us with energetic and thought-provoking
messages of faith. There will be more info
to come.
Over the past month, we were saddened to
hear of the death of Marj Murray (a Charter
member), and Rose Marie Beatty (daughter
of Harold and Edna Parkinson). Toby
Montgomery, 12, has been diagnosed with
a rare cancer and has been added to our
Prayer List. Read the Membership report
for more details.
Notwithstanding the physical distancing
requirements of Covid-19, we remain an
engaged and interconnected congregation
of faithful followers of Jesus. Give
someone who used to sit near you in
church, or who you used to chat with
during coffee time a call on the phone. And
if you have any suggestions or want to chat
with me, please call me!
Blessings, Jeff (416) 919-0273

CELEBRATIONS
We celebrated a lot of
birthdays: Isobel Moote (96),
Bob White, Henry Beglin, Joan
Simpson, Don Sheffield, Kelly
Young (5), Doreen Owen (80),
Marg Gabel, Bryan Nyhof (60),
Liz Hansen, and Tyler Julian
(4). We also celebrated the
engagement of Melissa Gabel
and the wedding of Michelle
Gauthier and JP Legault!
November birthdays
2 Jean Cuthbert
6 Grace Longfield
8 Jean Morris
10 Janet Lang
10 Isaac Moreithi
13 Bruce Arnold
16 Duncan Thacker

Message from
Chair Ken

Even though we are not meeting in
person, there is still lots going on and
much good news to share! We also
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Membership
Hi my dear friends. I haven’t seen you
in so long but we are doing our best
to keep in contact.
I hope you have enjoyed the online
services and for those who do not
have a computer we have delivered a
copy of the sermon. We have nine
that are hand delivered and six that
we have to mail. We have been doing
that since the end of March We have
a good team that makes it happen.
Twelve-year old Toby Montgomery,
grandson of Bob Montgomery, has
been diagnosed with a rare form of
liver cancer but there is some
hopeful news. Sick Kids will begin
immunotherapy treatment with a
new experimental drug next week,
paid for by the drug company. Please
keep Toby and his family in your
prayers.
Bob painted the Dove that hangs at
the back of the church. (It also
appears on the front page of this
newsletter) And he and his late wife
Debbie sang in the choir for many
years.
Lorraine Boomhour

Pastoral Care
"Life has changed dramatically since
that morning of Sunday, March 15th
when we closed our doors. We have
since resorted to online services,
Zoom meetings and practically the
shut-down of our facilities. It has not
stopped the lifeblood of our
membership however.
Pastoral Care can attest to this. As we
share our experiences during this
unique time, phone call after phone
call reveals our spirit is alive and well
and our caring for each other
remains undiminished. Covid has
robbed us of much but it cannot rob
us of this. To date we have mailed
out 149 cards, sent many emails
and made many phone calls as our
way of keeping in touch.
We pray this will soon be over but
until such time, live in hope and
gratitude for each other and our
church."
Liz Hansen

OUR PAL STUFFY
He’s back!!! Stuffy will
return next Sunday,
Nov. 1st to lead our 16th
annual Stuffy campaign.
More exact details then…
If you would like to
contribute to Stuffy,
please specify an amount
on an envelope together
with your donation and
deliver it to the church,
put it in the mail, or
contact Deirdre in the
church office to arrange
for a pick-up from your
home.
You can also make an etransfer by email to
the church.

Ministry and
Personnel

thank the technical crew, Frank, Lori,
Terry G.,Ken and Steve for getting the
service out to us and to Lorraine and
helpers for getting paper copies of the

Greetings all!

sermon out to people who need

Hope all are taking care.
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preparing annual reviews for our
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three staff and will share our thanks.

bringing us the service each Sunday

Stay safe and all the best

and are so blessed to have Rev. Jeff’s

Peggy DeSaegher on behalf of Lorraine

awesome sermons and dedication.

Boomhour, Moe Asquith and Duncan

Dorean’s uplifting music helps see us

Thacker of M&P

through and we

Outreach
Your Outreach team sends a sincere
thank you for the donations that
you have given during these
Pandemic times. Thanks to you we
have been able to:
send $1000 to Regeneration
Outreach Community’s Food
Bank
send $1000 to Knight’s Table’s
Food Bank
purchase $743 of personal care
items for 14 Peel Children’s
Aid families
pack personalized bags for
each family according to
children’s ages – serving 16
adults, 13 teens & 26 younger
children
Bev Thacker

Sunday School

Worship in November
and December
November
November 1-Peace
Sunday -All Saints’ Day
November 8Remembrance Sunday
November 15-Children’s
Sunday and Anniversary
Celebration
November 22-Reign of
Christ Sunday with
Communion

"Sunday School stays connected by
phone calls and text messages.

November 29-First
Sunday of Advent - Hope

The students are now busy and
happily engaged back at their regular
schools either online or in person.

December

Although the St. Bart’s Sunday
School has not been able to meet in
person, we have initiated several
creative art projects. We have made
love and caring posters which have
been sent out to those receiving
weekly printed sermons. We are
creating packages of thankfulness
and gratitude for the Veterans of St.
Bart’s and plan to do weekly art work
for the Advent Season.
We continue to stay safe and stay
connected and look forward to
getting back together at St. Bart’s.
Deb Bacon and Kerri Schoonhoven

December 6 -Second
Sunday of Advent Peace
December 13 -Third
Sunday of Advent - Joy
December 20-Fourth
Sunday of Advent - Love
December 24-Christmas
Eve - Communion
December 27-First
Sunday after Christmas
www.stbartholomews.ca

Financial
Update
It has been a challenging time for our
finances throughout the Covid-19
pandemic, but the St. Bart’s
congregation has risen to the challenge
and our financial results to date are very
good. The following is a brief forecast
through to the end of the year.

and to our Building Fund are each down
about $1,500 or 22%. Total donations
across all Funds to Sept 30 are up $9,000 or
about 9% higher than last year. Provided
our level of donations continues the positive
trend realized over the past 32 weeks since
the pandemic started, and provided our
building can remain open to the Canada
Christian Academy and the Living Water
congregation, both of whom are now paying
their monthly rent, then I am optimistic that

Expected shortfall in revenues as

we will finish the year with a balanced, or

compared to the 2020 Budget

slightly positive position, in the Local

1. Lost rental income while building

Operations Fund. We continue to monitor

closed or activities (eg. basketball) are

and assess the implications of extensions to

restricted = $37,000

various government relief programs. This is

2. No fundraising events = $7,500

done in concert with the United Church

3. No donation from the UCW = $7,500

Head Office, which holds regular Finance

4. Total revenue shortfall = $52,000

webinars to keep local congregations

Compensating actions

abreast of new developments. In August, we

1. Government relief programs (75%

paid out over $11,000 for repairs to the roof

wage subsidy +50% lost rent recovery

over the Sanctuary. With approval from the

on 2 tenants) = $30,500

United Church Head Office, this was funded

2. Expense management (stopped

from the Manse Funds (held in trust in our

cleaning and lawn services while

Capital Funds account for the United

building closed) = $11,000

Church). Previously, we were permitted to

3. Forecast spending below Budget

use the income earned on the Manse Funds,

across Committees, including Property =

but could not encroach on the original

$6,700

amount realized from the sale of the Manse.

4. Shift in timing of insurance renewal
from June 1 to December 1 = $3,800
5. Total government relief and expense
reductions =$52,000.
Our efforts to manage the shortfall in
revenues, which started showing up in
March once the building was closed,
have been greatly enhanced by the
continued financial support from the
congregation. This provided us with the
cash flow to keep paying our bills while
waiting for government relief programs
to kick in. Donations to the Local
Operations Fund are up $12,000 or 15%
from the prior year. This level of
support was, and remains, critical to
keeping St. Bart’s operating. Donations
to the Outreach Fund are about even
with last year, while donations to the
United Church Mission & Service Fund

The approval from the United Church Head
Office recognizes the necessity to carry out
the roof repairs, rather than deferring them,
and to effectively charge that expense to the
United Church rather than coming from
congregational funds (although we do lose
the investment income that would

GIVINGS
Please support the life
and work of St. Bart’s.
One of the
consequences of not
being able to worship
together at our church
building is that we do
not have a weekly
offering to keep
donations flowing into
St. Bart’s.
We have a number of
people signed up for
PAR (pre-authorized
monthly donations)
and many are using etransfers to keep their
donations current. As
well, every week
envelopes with
cheques or cash have
been dropped off at the
church, or received at
the church office
through the mail.
Thank you for your
support and keep up
the good work.

otherwise be generated on the $11,000).
Anyone wishing an interim statement of
their donations to Sept 30 should contact

A complete financial
update is on the left.

me and I will happily provide you with a
statement.
Terry Gabel
Treasurer
(call 1-905-854-4576)

Terry Gabel
Treasurer
If you have questions
please contact me at
1-905-854-4576

