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What are you waiting for? 

Guest Minister Chris Ingersol 

July 19 

 

 

Prayer:  

Guide us, O God, by your Word and Spirit, that in your light we may see light, in your truth find 

wisdom, and in your will discover your peace, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

When we come to Jesus the Christ in prayer we need to wait patiently and possibly wait 

more for any reply we hear; know that we as Christians are the good seed, the children of 

God’s kingdom. 

 

We are given a great parable today and I want to dig into the parables of Jesus before we get to 

the main story from Matthew. Jesus in his teaching went back to the Book of Isaiah to explain 

his use of parables to his disciples. This is what he said: 

 

You will hear but never understand. 

    You will see but never know what you are seeing. 
15 

The hearts of these people have become stubborn. 

    They can barely hear with their ears. 

    They have closed their eyes. 

Otherwise they might see with their eyes. 

    They might hear with their ears. 

    They might understand with their hearts. 

They might turn to the Lord, and then he would heal them.’ (Isaiah 6:9,10) 

 

This replay from Isaiah gave the disciples much to think on as had those at the time of Isaiah 

who knew that the Jewish peoples of his day were terrible and hard hearted. Perhaps you don’t 

understand what hard hearted really means. I know that this was what I became as a teenager in 

my home church. One man, who I later came to know as a great lover of God stood up behind 

me in a church service as he was praying for me directly but quietly to God for me to change my 

ways. I was certain that he was wrong about who I was and I decided that I would have nothing 

to do with God or people who loved him. I was hard hearted and when I think back on it my 

heart felt really cold in a sense. Thankfully I now know that his prayers worked along with many 

others and I am now a child of God and know that I am where I am supposed to be in my life. 

 

I can wonder that one of the most heard question’s put to our Creator in this time would be “Why 

doesn’t God do something?” I can also imagine our minister’s get this question as well. In times 

of devastating accidents, in times of foreign wars, in times of pandemics many wonder why God 

doesn’t step in and take over the results of some of the horrifying events that happen all over the 

world, all the time. 

 

If you think about these parable’s and their inside stories, they all speak to what the Kingdom of 

God really is. Never really what we might think that the Kingdom of God is. Or how our Creator 

will do things in the time that we know nothing about. They are about waiting. We all now 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa.6.9-Isa.6.10&version=NIRV
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realize how difficult waiting can be after being ordered to stay at home for so many days during 

the pandemic. 

 

Tom Wright says this about the parable’s – These parables are all about waiting; and waiting is 

what we all find difficult. The farmer waits for the harvest time, watching in frustration as the 

weeds grow alongside the wheat. … The woman baking bred must wait for the leaven to spread 

its way through the dough until the whole loaf is mysteriously leavened. And that’s what God’s 

kingdom is like.” 

 

And like the disciples following Jesus we don’t want to wait. We would like to see some things 

happen in our own life time, some response to our cries for action. The farmer’s workers in this 

parable were impatient and want to jump into action and take out the bothersome weeds that had 

grown up along with the wheat sown by the master farmer.  

 

The weed that was growing in this parable was darnel similar looking to wheat and is hard to 

distinguish from the real wheat. The one difference farmers would really see clearly is that the 

wheat bows its head once it is mature and the darnel – that weed, stands up tall and would be 

evidence that the field of wheat had been invaded by a common weed. If the darnel, the weed, 

was left in with the regular wheat and ground up it would have been unpalatable.   

 

This master farmer shows in his actions and directions that he knows a great deal more than his 

workers. Because life is not just that simple, to let his workers out in the fields to begin their 

purging of the weeds. This farmer has a plan that will keep more of his good wheat saved from 

the pulling action of taking the weed from the fields. His style of farming is totally different from 

what the farmers had done for years and years. The master farmer said “Let both of them grow 

together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind 

them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.” 

 

I can understand that many of the followers of Jesus must have known good deal about farming, 

it would have been a very serious change in how this story was received. Right there we must not 

be surprised that this entire story was not about farming at all. Of course, his disciples were 

among those wondering just what Jesus was trying to tell them. They asked Jesus, “Explain to us 

the parable of the weeds of the field.” 
37

He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the 

Son of Man; 
38

the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the 

weeds are the children of the evil one, 
39

and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 

is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels.”  

 

I am sure that many of us might have questioned our Creator on the matters of evil in this world 

and why hasn’t it been dealt with sooner than later. Perhaps we have been so upset about racism, 

poverty, war, famine and many other things that are wrong in our world. We could even possibly 

be thinking of taking action on our own to pull the evil out by the roots. 

 

When we come to Jesus the Christ in prayer we need to wait patiently and possibly wait 

more for any reply we hear; know that we as Christians are the good seed, the children of 

God’s kingdom. 
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This parable is one of waiting, of having patience like this master farmer. Not just like the 

workers who wanted to go out into the fields and pull the weeds before it was too late.  This is 

really in the end about the patience of our Creator, of the caring love of God for us. At the time 

of the writing the Jews would have understood that our Creator doesn’t like the fact that the 

fields have weeds in amongst the wheat. This mysterious love that we know in our heart also 

doesn’t want to declare the end of time where the harvest comes and the wheat is destroyed 

along with the weeds. 

 

We ourselves know of God’s compassion, that any judgement would be delayed so that more 

wheat/people would be saved at the end. Jesus the Christ really wants his followers, you and I, to 

live within the friction of having the faith in our Creator and in the Creator’s kingdom that will 

really arrive but within the timing of the God. Just like the farmer waited for growth of the wheat 

or the baker and the yeast working in the bread. We also live with the knowing that the Kingdom 

would arrive when our Creator decided it was time for it to arrive. 

 

In fact, we here now are living through that process set in place by the first Easter. All of God’s 

plans have been put in place and are working through out our world. As Tom Wright puts it “We 

wait with patience not like people in a dark room wondering if anyone will ever come with a 

lighted candle, but like people in early morning who know that the sun has arisen and are now 

waiting for the full brightness of midday.”  

 

There is a suggestion that though we understand the concept of the parable, we cannot forget the 

point of the parable. Scott Hoezee says this “Because the parable is not so much about all wrongs 

getting righted by and by but is more about our lives right now.  At bottom this parable is about 

patience.  This parable is not first of all about what will happen to the weeds at the last day but 

about how the wheat has to react during all the time that leads up to that final sorting out.” 

 

The section I read earlier from Isaiah brings it back to us here as we remember what we are to 

do: “Otherwise they might see with their eyes. 

        They might hear with their ears. 

        They might understand with their hearts. 

        They might turn to the Lord, and then he would heal them.’  

 

The Rev Dr Liz Theoharis offers this “Jesus’s teachings and actions around poverty, wealth, and 

power create a picture of him as a leader of a social, political, economic, and spiritual movement 

calling for a world without poverty, want, or oppression. . . what he named the Kingdom… of 

God.  

 

When we come to Jesus the Christ in prayer we need to wait patiently and possibly wait 

more for any reply we hear; know that we as Christians are the good seed, the children of 

God’s kingdom. 

 

Please join me in prayer 

Loving and gracious Creator be in us as we grow to know how we fit into your kingdom 

alongside the weeds and the wheat. Amen 

 


