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Let’s open our hearts together in prayer. Let us pray: Gracious and 

loving God, open our hearts to your Holy Trinity and fill us with the 

peace of Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

One day a lady criticized the famous evangelist, D. L. Moody for his 

methods of evangelism bringing people to Jesus. Moody’s reply was “I 

agree with you. I don’t like the way I do it either. Tell me, how do you do 

it?” The lady replied, “I don’t.” Moody told her, “Then I like my way of 

doing it better than your way of not doing it.” We’re told to share the Good 

News of Jesus Christ – we’ll discuss methodology later. 

In Jesus’ Great Commission that we read from the gospel according to 

Matthew today, Jesus tells us to do something. Specifically, to “make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I 

have commanded you.” Jesus tells us to do something very specific: to be 

disciples and to make disciples through baptism and teaching. It’s a tough 

and controversial call to evangelism. But there is also a promise that goes 

along with the controversial command. Jesus promises us that “I am with 

you always, to the end of the age.” It’s a promise that makes it possible to 

fulfil his command. 

The Great Commission is the conclusion to the Gospel according to 

Matthew; they’re Jesus’ last words. Last words carry extra weight. Studies 

show that the easiest things to remember are those that come first, and 

especially, those that come last. The Beetles singer and songwriter George 

Harrison was recorded as saying just before he died, simply “Love one 
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another.” We tend to value and remember the very last thing a person says 

or does, before they die. Jesus has already died – and risen again – and 

just before he ascends into heaven, his final words for us are his Great 

Commission. 

When we’re excited about something, we want to tell our friends about 

it so that they might experience the same joy that we do. But our Christian 

mission of loving God and loving our neighbour as ourselves has sometimes 

morphed into zealous conversions to Christianity. Travelling off to foreign 

nations to conquer them for Christ can be destructive. It certainly was 

destructive during the Great Crusades; and destructive for native 

populations in South America that were devastated by the invading 

missions for God and golden riches; and it was destructive for native 

people in our own country too. Earlier in Matthew, Jesus tells his disciples, 

“If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the 

dust from your feet as you leave that house or town.” Similar statements 

are also made in Mark and Luke, and in Acts, where Paul and his 

companions “shake the dust from their feet” and leave hostile situations, 

still filled with the Holy Spirit. The Great Commission is about spreading 

God’s love in relationship, relationship that is demonstrated in the Holy 

Trinity; relationship that is desired and reciprocal.  

Not everyone will have faith. And even the most faithful will have 

doubts. Matthew recounts that when the disciples saw the risen Christ, 

“they worshiped him; but some doubted.” Faith is not absolute certainty 

and it includes doubt, just as it did among the disciples. The resurrection 

didn’t generate perfect faith, but wonder, amazement, questions and doubt 

about things that we can’t possibly understand fully. And yet, the world 

mission of the Christian Church is entrusted to us; an imperfect, wavering 

and doubting community of worshiping Christians. 
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In baptism, we are permanently immersed into the full being of God, 

whether we understand it or not and even if we have doubts. Throughout 

our lives, we will watch, wonder, practice, question, make mistakes, and 

engage in an ongoing process of learning and growing in faith. It’s a 

lifelong process that we undertake as a Christian community in loving 

relationship. A process in which all people are welcome and our wonder and 

doubts are a part of our worship. 

Do you like strawberries? It’s almost time for our St. Bart’s Strawberry 

Social, that is, if we could safely gather together. I read of a person who 

said that strawberry plants once preached a powerful sermon that they 

have never forgotten. They wrote, “I was on my hands and knees in my 

garden pulling weeds, when suddenly I noticed something I had seen 

hundreds of times before, but never caught the lesson. It was the 

“runners” on the strawberry plants. From the main vine a number of 

slender shoots extend like arms in all directions. They are thin, green 

stems creeping along the ground, being pushed out by that mysterious 

power in the mother plant. After reaching out about 6 inches, the end 

penetrates the ground and develops roots. Then the leaves of the new baby 

plant shoot upward. All the while, before the infant plant is able to sustain 

itself, it receives nourishment from the parent through the runner. Only the 

runners that encounter suitable fertile ground take hold and grow. When 

the new growth is fixed in fertile ground, the runner resumes its journey 

and reaches out another 6 inches, still nourished by the original strawberry 

plant. And while one plant is multiplying, there are several others doing the 

same thing in different directions. I forgot all about the weeds and saw only 

that mother plant sending out its runners, reaching out in an effort to 

multiply and bring forth fruit.” It’s a great analogy: we are the runners for 

Jesus, seeking fertile ground to share the Good News to bring forth fruit. 
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Martin Luther King’s words ring loudly in the current racial turmoil in 

the United States and around the world. Martin Luther King said that 

“Everybody can be great … because anybody can serve. You don’t have to 

have a college degree to serve. You don’t have to make your subject and 

verb agree to serve. You only need a heart full of grace. A soul generated 

by love.” I think that Martin Luther King would agree with the peaceful 

runner methodology of evangelism!  

Jesus entrusts his mission of love and service to his disciples. The 

disciples are not perfect. They are an imperfect, diverse, worshiping and 

wavering community of followers of Jesus. Discipleship is always a matter 

of faith, which, by its nature, incorporates mystery, wonder and uncertainty 

as they shoot forth to find fertile ground. All authority has been given by 

God to Jesus, Lord of heaven and earth, and the disciples are to baptize 

other disciples from all nations and share the good news of Jesus Christ. 

Jesus’ invitation to discipleship is for all of us. With God’s love, the 

guidance of Jesus, and the power of the Holy Spirit, let’s be runners for 

Jesus; answer the call of his Great Commission; and rely on his promise. 

Thanks be to God. Amen.      

 

 


