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Let’s open our hearts together in prayer. Let us pray: Gracious and loving 

God, open our hearts, prepare us, and support us in our labour of love. In 

Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

This morning, I talked to the Youth about good news. Our daily news that we 

get in the newspapers, radio, TV and on our computers and phones seems to be 

mostly bad news or troubling news. However, I read some good news recently 

that a parachute company was offering a full refund if their parachutes don’t 

open. I also read the good news that an insurance company was going to pay the 

full book value of a damaged 1956 T-Bird – a total of $312. And in an unfortunate 

major house robbery, it was good news that the thieves left the push lawn mower 

and manual hedge clippers. Sometimes we have to look hard for the good news. 

But not in the Bible – the stories about Jesus are all good news!  

The twelve disciples are called to share the good news of Jesus Christ with 

the twelve tribes of Israel; the Jewish people who are likely to listen. Evangelism, 

in that context, is going where you are invited to go. There were places that the 

Jewish people and the new Christians were not welcome. The Great Commission, 

that we read last week, is where the risen Christ opens the door to share the 

good news with all people who will listen, everywhere, because the good news is 

for everyone. Jesus warns the disciples that they will be persecuted and there will 

be many challenges, but the Holy Spirit will be with them and will be acting 

through them. Where there is need, Jesus shows compassion and the lost are 

found in God’s love. 

Jesus has compassion for the crowds that follow him, who he says are “like 

sheep without a shepherd,” and then Jesus changes metaphors, “the harvest is 

plentiful, but the labourers are few.” The disciples are God’s shepherds to gather 

and care for God’s lost sheep; and they’re the labourers who are being sent out 

by Jesus to do God’s work in the world. Jesus is giving the twelve, and those in 

turn who will follow them, the authority to speak and to act in Jesus’ name. 
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How many of you like Winnie the Pooh, or have read Winnie the Pooh stories 

to your children and grand children? In one interesting story, Pooh Bear is 

walking along a river bank. Eeyore, his stuffed donkey friend, suddenly appears 

floating downstream, and is obviously troubled about the possibility of drowning. 

Pooh calmly asks if Eeyore had fallen in. Trying to appear in complete control, the 

anguished donkey answers, “Silly of me, wasn't it?” Pooh overlooks his friend's 

pleading eyes and remarks that Eeyore really should have been more careful. In 

greater need than ever, Eeyore politely thanks him for the advice (even though 

he needs action more than he needs advice). Almost with a yawn, Pooh Bear 

points out, “I think you are sinking.” With his last hint of hope, drowning Eeyore 

asks Pooh if he would mind rescuing him. So, Pooh pulls Eeyore from the river. 

Eeyore then apologizes for being such a bother, and Pooh, still unconcerned, yet 

ever so courteous, responds, “Don't be silly...you should have said something 

sooner.” 

Do we ever react like Pooh when someone is in need? Do we point out the 

obvious? “Looks like you are sinking … you should have been more careful!” Or, 

do we make others beg for help? “You should have said something sooner.” Jesus 

had a compassionate heart. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on 

them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 

And his compassion always involved action. 

In Vanishing Grace: What Ever Happened to the Good News, Philip Yancey 

helps us understand how to share the gospel more effectively in a culture where 

people are skeptical of faith. Yancy writes, “Instead of fighting a rearguard action 

against secular opponents, we can communicate our good news message by 

living it out among the uncommitted.” 

The disciples of Jesus are students of Jesus trying to live the good news of 

Jesus among the uncommitted. The twelve disciples of Jesus are called to 

function with the authority of Jesus; to go to the same lost sheep of Israel as 

Jesus; to proclaim the same message, to perform the same healings, exorcisms, 

and even the same raising of the dead as Jesus; to live the same wandering, 

dependent life of poverty and to anticipate the same mixed reactions as Jesus. 

http://www.amazon.com/Vanishing-Grace-What-Ever-Happened/dp/0310339324/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1415364071&sr=8-1&keywords=Vanishing+Grace%3A+What+Ever+Happened+to+the+Good+News
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They are called to become apostles. A disciple is a student, one who learns from a 

teacher; an apostle is a messenger sent to deliver or spread those teachings to 

others. That’s why “Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them 

authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and 

every sickness.” And in the next sentence, “These are the names of the twelve 

apostles …” 

Historically, the disciples were reluctant to go to the Gentiles, even after 

Easter, and it took some time under the guidance of the Spirit to develop a 

Gentile mission of the early church. On the road to Damascus, Paul was 

commissioned to be an apostle in a vision of the risen Christ and Paul became 

known as the “Apostle of the Gentiles.” And there are other apostles mentioned in 

the Book of Acts including, Barnabas, Silas, Timothy and Apollos. Luke mentions 

that there is a group of seventy apostles. 

Jesus communicates that there is overwhelming need among the people and 

Jesus commissions the 12 disciples to become apostles, as “labourers into his 

harvest.” This applies to all Christians. Jesus’ warning that we will encounter 

suffering and persecution as sheep among wolves, also applies. Jesus 

acknowledges the political reality, social divisions, and systemic disorder. But 

despite these challenges, despite the apparent questionable likelihood of success, 

despite the inevitable difficulty in accomplishing what Jesus could do much more 

easily than us, Jesus sends us out to make a major leap of faith. We are given the 

assurance that when we find ourselves in times of trouble and persecution, the 

Spirit of God will speak through us! God will be with all of the apostles and act 

through us in times of trial. It’s when we feel persecuted, when courage fails, that 

the presence of the Spirit will be made apparent. The cost of discipleship is high, 

but the reward is also high.    

Sometimes we may feel like sheep among wolves, or sheep without a 

shepherd, and like the original apostles, we may find it difficult to share our faith, 

especially to potentially hostile groups. The good news is that Christianity is 

thriving today, even in places where Christians are being persecuted. There are 

real examples of amazing miracle healings by everyday Christians in their 
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everyday lives. Christ enables us through the power of the Holy Spirit to do what 

we could not do on our own. 

Dennis Folds tells the story of a damaged statue of Jesus in London. The city 

had been devastated by the bombings during World War II. Soon after the war, a 

group of German students, through kindness and love and a deep desire to return 

Christian love to those who had lost so much, volunteered to go to London to help 

rebuild an English cathedral that had been severely damaged by bombs. 

As work progressed, they became greatly concerned about a large statue of 

Jesus, whose arms were outstretched and beneath which was the written 

inscription from Matthew 11:28: “Come to me, all you who labor and are heavily 

burdened, and I will give you rest.” 

The student volunteer workers had great difficulty trying to restore the 

hands, which had been completely destroyed. They worked and worked and tried 

and tried, but nothing seemed to successfully replace Jesus’ outstretched hands. 

Finally, after much work and much discussion, they decided to let the hands 

of Jesus remain missing and they changed the written inscription to: “Christ has 

no hands but ours.” 

Jesus is still the only one who can call disciples and commission them into 

service as apostles. But every Christian is called. The Church’s job is to prepare 

men and women to be apostles. This means opening Christians up to the 

possibility that the power of Christ can work through us with transforming power. 

With God’s help, with the guidance of Jesus, and with the power of the Holy 

Spirit, we are able to “cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, [and] cast 

out demons.” It’s a miraculous labour of love made possible in God’s awesome 

love. Thanks be to God. Amen.  

 


