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Let’s open our hearts together in prayer. Let us pray: Gracious and loving 

God, thank you for inviting us into the one-ness of you and Jesus and the 

Holy Spirit. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

A Sunday school teacher asked a little boy in her class, “Johnny, do you say 

your prayers before you eat?” Johnny replied, “I don't have to, my mom is a good 

cook!” 

Hudson Taylor was an influential British Protestant Missionary who spent a 

total of 51 years in China. I read that when Taylor sailed to China on one of his 

missions, he heard an urgent knock on his stateroom door. He opened it, and 

there stood the captain of the ship. “Mr. Taylor,” he said, “we have no wind. We 

are drifting toward an island where the people are heathen, and I fear they are 

cannibals.” 

“What can I do?” asked Taylor. 

“I understand that you believe in God. I want you to pray for wind.” 

“All right, Captain, I will, but you must set the sail.” 

“Why that’s ridiculous! There’s not even the slightest breeze. Besides, the 

sailors will think I’m crazy.” But finally, because of Taylor’s insistence, he agreed. 

Forty-five minutes later the captain returned and found the missionary still on his 

knees. “You can stop praying now,” said the captain. “We’ve got more wind than 

we know what to do with!” 

Are your prayers sometimes answered like that? With events that are too 

perfectly timed to be mere coincidences? I’m sure that most of us can think of a 

time that our prayers were miraculously answered. Terry Gabel, our scripture 

reader and “Voice of the Congregation” today told me that his prayers were 

answered this past week for a friend’s brother who collapsed with a brain aneurism 

the week before. The doctors are amazed at his recovery; he has no apparent 

signs of any loss of function or memory. It was a miraculous answer to prayer. 
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Prayer is powerful. “Nothing lies outside the reach of prayer, except that which lies 

outside the will of God.” 

In our reading this morning from the gospel according to John, we overhear 

Jesus’ prayer right after his last supper with the disciples on the day before he was 

crucified. Jesus prayed a lot about a lot of things, including when he prayed at his 

baptism, prayed before choosing the twelve, prayed when the crowds began to 

increase, prayed alone, prayed the Lord’s Prayer, prayed for the forgiveness of his 

executioners, and today, he prays after his last supper on the day before he was 

crucified. 

Jesus’ prayer today is the climax of John’s gospel because with his death 

imminent, Jesus’ prayer is very focused and his prayer requests are very 

important. In the first part of his prayer, Jesus prays for himself and his work on 

earth. We get a sense of Jesus’ closeness to God: his oneness with God. In the 

second part of his prayer, Jesus prays for his disciples and the faith community, 

entrusting them to God in prayer. Jesus prays on behalf of his followers for God to 

protect them so that they may be one as God and Jesus are one. Finally, Jesus 

prays for us, his future followers: “I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on 

behalf of those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be 

one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us.” Jesus 

prays for us, and through the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit, we are one with 

God and Jesus.  

Last week, I referred to Prince Caspian, the second book of the fictional 

Chronicles of Narnia series of children’s books written by British writer and lay 

theologian, C.S. Lewis. Lewis is a deep theological writer, infusing everyday life 

with theological meaning, often based on his own personal experience. In a scene 

from Shadowlands, a film based on the life of C.S. Lewis, Lewis has returned to 

Oxford from London, where he has just been married to Joy Davidman Gresham, 

an American writer of Jewish heritage and a convert from atheism to Christianity. 

They were married in a civil ceremony almost a year prior and wanted to be 

married in a Christian ceremony. Joy is dying from cancer, and, through the 

struggle with her illness, she and Lewis have been discovering the depth of their 
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love for each other, and the depth of their Christian faith. Reverend Peter Bide 

performed the wedding ceremony at her bed in the Churchill Hospital. As Lewis 

arrives back at the college where he teaches, he is met by Harry Harrington, an 

Episcopal priest, who asks what news there is. Lewis hesitates; then, deciding to 

speak of the marriage and not the cancer, he says, “Ah, good news, I think, Harry. 

Yes, good news.”  

Harrington, not aware of the marriage and thinking that Lewis is referring to 

Joy's medical situation, replies, “I know how hard you've been praying … Now, God 

is answering your prayer.” 

“That's not why I pray, Harry,” Lewis responds. “I pray because I can't help 

myself. I pray because I'm helpless. I pray because the need flows out of me all 

the time, waking and sleeping. It doesn't change God; it changes me.” It turned 

out that Lewis’ ceaseless prayers were answered. Joy’s cancer went into remission 

and they lived together for four more years, when her cancer returned at age 45. 

In his book, Lord, Teach Me to Pray, John MacArthur suggests, “Perhaps the 

best way to illustrate the idea of ceaseless prayer is to compare it to breathing. 

Inhaling and exhaling is so natural for us that it often seems totally involuntary; 

it’s actually harder to hold your breath than to breathe. The same should be true 

of prayer for the Christian. Prayer is like breathing for us. The natural thing for us 

to do is commune with God. When we don’t pray, we’re holding our breath 

spiritually - fighting against the very existence and presence of God in our lives. 

Prayer should flow naturally and continually from our hearts.” 

MacArthur continues, “When Paul commands us to pray without ceasing he 

doesn’t expect us to walk around with closed eyes all the time, nor does he mean 

every prayer should last an hour or more. What he does mean, however, is that 

we should be in constant communion with God.” 

The great American preacher D.L. Moody, said “I’d rather be able to pray than 

be a great preacher; Jesus Christ never taught his disciples how to preach, but 

only how to pray.” Mostly, Jesus taught by example and he prayed a lot in a lot of 

circumstances. All of Jesus’ prayers are important, and in a little while, we will all 

join together in the Lord’s Prayer that Jesus taught us to pray together. It’s a 
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prayer to God, prayed to God in Jesus’ name, which gives us direct access to God. 

Jesus’ prayer today is different though; it’s Jesus’ prayer for himself, for his 

disciples and for us. Jesus is praying for you and for me and he prays that we 

“may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us 

… so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me that they may 

become completely one.” Thank you for your prayer, Jesus; may we live into our 

one-ness with God, with you, and with the Holy Spirit. 

I’d like to share an inspirational poem about prayer: 
 

We cannot merely pray to You, O God, to end war, 

For we know that You have made the world in a way 
That people must find their own path to peace 

Within themself and with their neighbour. 
 

We cannot merely pray to You, O God, to end starvation, 

For you have given us the resources 
With which to feed the entire world 

If we would only use them wisely. 
 

We cannot merely pray to You, O God, to root out prejudice, 

For You have already given us eyes 
With which to see the good in all people 

If we would only use them rightly. 
 

We cannot merely pray to You, O God, to end despair, 
For You have already given us the power 

To clear away slums and to give hope 
If we would only use our power justly. 
 

We cannot merely pray to You, O God, to end disease, 
For You have already given us great minds with which 

To search out cures and healing. 
If we would only use them constructively. 
 

Therefore we pray to You instead, O God, 
For strength, determination, and willpower, 

To do, instead of just to pray, 
To become, instead of merely to wish. 
 

When we pray, imagine Jesus attentively listening to our prayers, because he 

is. And while we pray; it’s a conversation; listen carefully and heed his 

suggestions: for Jesus may ask us to do something miraculous that affirms our 

one-ness with God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit. Thanks be to God. Amen. 


