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Let’s open our hearts together in prayer. Let us pray: Gracious and loving 

God, open our hearts to the significance of “If.” In Jesus’ name we pray, 

Amen. 

Did you hear about the golfer who was standing in front of the first tee, a 

hazardous hole with a green surrounded by water, and wondering if he should 

use a new golf ball? Deciding that the hole was too dangerous, he chose an old 

ball that he could afford to lose and placed it on the tee. Just then, he heard a 

Voice from above say loudly: “Use a new ball!” 

Frightened, he replaced the old ball with a new one and approached the tee. 

Then the Voice from above said loudly: “Take a practice swing!” 

With this, the golfer totally obeyed the Voice. He stepped backward and took 

a practice swing. Feeling more confident, he approached the tee when the Voice 

rang out again: “Use the old ball!” 

We may not be able to see God, but if we listen carefully, we can hear the 

voice of God. Jesus said that his sheep hear his voice and they follow. And last 

week we heard that Jesus encourages us to ask anything and he will do it. Is a 

hole in one a valid request, or might we merely get a command to use an old 

ball? 

A little girl came running into the house to her mother, exclaiming: “Mamma, 

I love you!” The mother replied: “I’m so glad you love me. I’ve had a hard day, 

and I’m so tired. If you love me so much, will you wash the dishes for me?” The 

little girl replied: “I do love you, mother, but not in that way.” 

Lots of people say that they love Jesus, but when Jesus says, “If you love 

me, you will keep my commandments,” they say in actions, if not in words, “I do 

love you, Jesus, but not in that way.” 

Jesus begins our gospel reading today with a big “If.” As an engineer with a 

math and science background, and as a financial guy, modelling spreadsheets 

with “If” statements, I am very sensitive to the word “If.” If “A” is bigger than “B” 
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then “C” is a consequence. Or if “X” happens, then “Y” is a consequence. Also, as 

a pastoral caregiver, I am sensitive to hearing the willingness to serve God and 

each other, being conditional with an “If” statement. Clearly though, Jesus is 

prefacing the reading today with an “If.” “If you love me, you will keep my 

commandments.” And then there are consequences of satisfying the “If” 

statement by keeping the commandments; the gift of the Advocate who will be 

with you forever and who will be in you. Interestingly, near the end of the 

passage there is a direct statement that reverses the “If” statement so that those 

who keep the commandments are those who love Jesus, positively linking the 

love of Jesus and keeping the commandments without any if’s, and’s, or but’s.       

There’s a delightful scene in Prince Caspian, the second book in C.S. Lewis’ 

Chronicles of Narnia series. The children are trying to find their way to Caspian’s 

camp, and they come to the edge of a deep gorge. The way ahead isn’t clear, but 

then Lucy cries out, “Look! Look! Look!” 

“Where? What?” everyone asks. 

“The Lion” Lucy says. “Aslan himself. Didn’t you see?” [Aslan is the Great 

Lion who created Narnia and who represents God.] 

But no one else can see Aslan, and the majority vote to go the other way. 

Eventually they run into enemy troops and must retrace their steps back the way 

they came. That night, once again, Aslan appears to Lucy, and once again she 

has to try to persuade the others to follow her as she follows him. 

“Will the others see you too?” she asks Aslan. 

“Certainly not at first,” Aslan replies. “Later on, it depends.” 

Lucy then realizes that she has to go with Aslan “whether anyone else does 

or not.” 

Whether anyone else does or not. Jesus causes division and each person 

must decide to follow Jesus whether anyone else does or not. Each person must 

make this decision individually, but we are not alone. Jesus, the Good Shepherd, 

calls his sheep, and his sheep hear him calling and follow him to life abundant!   

Jesus tells his community of followers that if you love him and follow his 

commandments, God will give you another Advocate (a Helper, a Comforter, a 
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Counsellor), to be with you always. This is the Spirit of truth, who Jesus tells us 

we will know because the Spirit abides with us and is in us. Jesus introduces us to 

the mystery of the Trinity: God is in Jesus and Jesus is in God and now the Holy 

Spirit, given by God through Jesus, is in us! The only prerequisite is to love Jesus 

and follow his commandments.  

Knowing the Holy Spirit starts with loving Jesus and obeying his 

commandments. Jesus said that the greatest commandment is to love God and 

the second is like it, to love your neighbour as yourself. Love is at the centre of 

experiencing the presence of the Holy Spirit. And when the Holy Spirit is present, 

Jesus is present. And when Jesus is present, God is present. 

Jesus wants us to each have faith and to believe and to follow. It starts 

individually. But Jesus concludes that “They who have my commandments and 

keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my 

Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” Jesus is talking to a 

community of faith. While our faith is personal, it is not meant to be private. We 

are uniquely individual and yet created for community, fashioned for fellowship, 

and formed like a family. The Bible says that we are put together, joined 

together, built together, members together, heirs together, fitted together, and 

held together in God’s love for us together. We are connected to every other 

person and we belong to each other as critical interconnected parts of one body. 

The Spirit is moving in us, and in our congregational family.  

I’d like to close with a short reflection called “What If???” that I read to the 

Board at the beginning of our Covid-19 isolation, that seems even more relevant 

now as we consider our social isolation extending into the summer and we think 

about Jesus’ big “If” for us. 

  

What if???  

If they cancel the rest of the school year, students would miss 2.5 months of 

education. Many people are concerned about students falling behind because of 

this. Yes, they may fall behind when it comes to classroom education... 

But what if... 
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What if instead of falling “behind,” this group of kids are ADVANCED because 

of this? Hear me out... 

What if they have more empathy, they enjoy family connection, they can be 

more creative and entertain themselves, they love to read, they love to express 

themselves in writing.  

What if they enjoy the simple things, like their own backyard and sitting near 

a window in the quiet. 

What if they notice the birds and the dates the different flowers emerge, and 

the calming renewal of a gentle rain shower? 

What if this generation are the ones to learn to cook, organize their space, 

do their laundry, and keep a well-run home? 

What if they learn to stretch a dollar and to live with less? 

What if they learn to plan shopping trips and meals at home. 

What if they learn the value of eating together as a family and finding the 

good to share in the small delights of the everyday? 

What if they are the ones to place great value on our teachers and 

educational professionals, librarians, public servants and the previously invisible 

essential support workers like truck drivers, grocers, cashiers, custodians, 

logistics, and health care workers and their supporting staff, just to name a few 

of the millions taking care of us right now while we are sheltered in place? 

What if among these children, a great leader emerges who had the benefit of 

a slower pace and a simpler life to truly learn what really matters in this life? 

What if they are AHEAD... 

 

In these quiet days of contemplation, our love for Jesus, keeping his 

commandments, and the power of the Holy Spirit abiding in us and among us, will 

ensure that we are ahead. No if’s, and’s, or but’s. Thanks be to God. Amen.    

 


