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Let’s open our hearts together in prayer. Let us pray: Gracious and 

loving God, open our hearts and minds to hear your call for us to 

“come and see.” In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Caryn Elaine Johnson's nickname isn't exactly from childhood, but it 

comes from a childish (but hilarious) prank toy. “Here's the thing,” she told 

the New York Times in 2006, “when you're performing on stage, you never 

really have time to go into the bathroom and close the door. So, if you get 

a little gassy, you've got to let it go. So, people used to say to me, ‘You are 

like a whoopee cushion.’” And that's where the nickname Whoopi Goldberg 

came from. 

This morning, we heard that Jesus is passing by and John the Baptist 

gives Jesus a nickname, “the Lamb of God.” But what does this name 

mean, and how does the Lamb of God take away the sin of the world? 

The phrase “the Lamb of God” is only found in the two places in the 

passage we read from the gospel according to John today, as well as in the 

First Letter of Peter and in the apocalyptic Revelation to John at the end of 

the New Testament.  

In the Old Testament, lambs were used for offerings for the 

forgiveness of sin, but not to actually take away sin. The Lamb of God 

evokes the imagery of the Passover lamb and the death of Jesus, but the 

Passover lamb did not take away sin. The Suffering Servant described by 

the prophet Isaiah bears the sins of the people of Israel and is described as 

a lamb led to the slaughter. A lamb was sacrificed daily in the temple to 

make atonement. Abraham offered a sacrificial lamb in place of Isaac, 
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which is often thought to foreshadow Christ, but again, Genesis does not 

present this sacrifice as taking away sin.  

The theologian Merrill Tenney said the Lamb of God “combines in one 

descriptive term the concepts of innocence, voluntary sacrifice, 

substitutionary atonement, effective obedience, and redemptive power like 

that of the Passover Lamb.” Unlike Whoopi Goldberg, it’s not entirely clear 

why John the Baptist called Jesus the Lamb of God. But the variety of 

references to lambs and to sin in the Old Testament all become uniquely, 

vividly Jesus, “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” 

When the disciples of John the Baptist ask where Jesus is going, Jesus 

replies, “Come and see.” It’s provocative; it’s invitational; and it’s become 

a catch phrase of our Christian faith. Besides freeing us from fear and guilt, 

Jesus came to help us see. He was talking about both physical sight and 

spiritual sight. We can’t see because we’re trapped by habits, addictions 

and illusions. We’re trapped, oppressed by our own choices and situations; 

we’re not free and we need Jesus to help us to “come and see,” physically 

and spiritually. 

In God’s Little Lessons on Life for Dad, it describes one night that a 

tiger trainer was performing at a circus. The tiger trainer went into the 

cage with the tigers and a hush came over the crowd as the doors were 

locked behind him. Skillfully, the trainer put the tigers though their routine, 

entertaining the crowd. But suddenly there was a “pop” and all the lights 

went out under the big top. The trainer was locked inside the cage with the 

tigers in complete darkness. They could see him with their night vision, but 

he could not see them. All he had was a chair and a whip for protection. 

Finally, the lights came back on and the trainer finished his performance. 

Later, in a TV interview, the trainer admitted how scared he was. But 

in the dark circus tent, he quickly realized that the tigers didn’t know that 
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he couldn’t see them. “I just cracked my whip and talked to them,” he said, 

“until the lights came on.”  

Jesus told the disciples to “come and see,” and like the tiger trainer, it 

was not just what was seen with their eyes, but what they were able to 

imagine and to understand in a dangerous environment in which their eyes 

couldn’t perceive the whole truth. 

Jesus’ short conversation with his first disciples has a lot of hidden 

meaning in the original Greek. They ‘follow’ Jesus, which has the double 

meaning of the physical activity of following Jesus to the place where he is 

staying; and it’s a metaphor of discipleship as followers of Jesus. The place 

where Jesus is ‘staying’ refers to the physical dwelling place; as well as the 

indwelling relationship of God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit within the 

disciples. ‘Come and see’ is an expression to physically see where Jesus is 

staying; as well as an invitation for them to come and find out for 

themselves what they are seeking spiritually. 

In the gospels according to Matthew, Mark and Luke, the first disciples 

give up their work as fishermen to follow Jesus, but in John, the first two 

disciples give up their previous religious commitment as disciples of John 

the Baptist to become disciples of Jesus. Both might be true, as the first 

followers of Jesus may have come from those already baptised by John the 

Baptist. John led the people to Jesus so that they might follow Jesus. 

The different names that John uses to describe the identity of Jesus 

serve to illustrate how each person comes to follow Jesus in their own way, 

with different understandings and expectations: teacher, saviour, messiah, 

the fulfillment of scripture, sacrificial lamb, the epiphany of God among us. 

John is telling us that God’s grace in Jesus is beyond description, beyond 

categorization, beyond our imagining, and how we understand Jesus 
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depends on our faith, and on our experience. It can be difficult and like the 

disciples, we’re invited by Jesus to “come and see” for ourselves. 

John the Baptist notices Jesus, shares the Good News with others and 

invites them to follow Jesus. This subtle pattern of three simple steps runs 

through our gospel passage today. First, John the Baptist notices Jesus. 

Then he shares his experience with his disciples. Then John invites his 

disciples to follow Jesus. Notice, share, invite. In the next instance, Andrew 

and the other disciple notice Jesus. Then Andrew shares his experience 

with his brother, Simon. Then Andrew invites his brother to follow Jesus 

and Simon is changed. He becomes Peter, the Rock. Notice, share, invite. 

In each step, John the Baptist or the first disciples do something. The 

themes of notice, share and invite are all associated with doing something 

about their faith. Some people are here today because someone has 

noticed, shared and invited them. 

Jesus calls us to follow him and to come and see the wonderful things 

that God is doing all around us. Our response is to notice these wonderful 

things, to share our experience with others, and to invite others to know 

the joy of the love of God in Jesus. And, in that love, we’re called to do 

something about it. 

A woman was walking home from work when she sees a young girl 

standing on the street corner, begging. The young girl’s clothes are ragged 

and dirty, her hair is matted and unclean, and her cheeks are red from the 

cold. The young girl clearly faces terrible difficulties. The woman drops a 

few coins in the begging bowl, smiles at the girl and walks on. As the 

woman walks away though, she starts to feel guilty, going home to her 

warm house with its well-stocked kitchen and her comfortable wardrobe 

while this young girl shivers on the street. 
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The woman also begins to feel angry; angry with God. She lets her 

feelings be known in an angry prayer of protest, “God, how can you let this 

sort of thing happen? Why don’t you do something to help this girl?” And 

then, to her surprise, God answers. In a quiet inner voice, God says, “I did 

do something. I created you.” It was an epiphany. She notices and now 

God wants her to do something about it. I expect that she does. It was an 

epiphany that she will share with others and invite them to faith. 

Maybe this young girl, and many others like her, will benefit as we turn 

our faith into faithful action as disciples of Jesus. Let’s open our eyes, and 

open our hearts to “come and see;” and then in the excitement of our 

epiphany, let’s do something about it. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

 

  

 

 


