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Let’s open our hearts together in prayer. Let us pray: Gracious and 

loving God, open our hearts and minds to repent and follow Jesus, 

and to become fishers for people. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

When I was a young boy, my cousin Janie and I were allowed to stay 

up at my grandparents’ cottage on Tea Lake, near Coldwater, under the 

care of my Grandma while our parents and younger siblings went back to 

Toronto for the week. I was allowed to fish from the dock, with a life jacket 

on, using an old fishing rod with a hook and a worm. I tried to get the hook 

and worm way out into deep water by winding up with the fishing rod and 

launching the hook and worm as far as I could. Sometimes it worked, and I 

gleefully caught a few little rock bass and sunfish. One time, Janie was 

standing on the dock watching nearby, and when I wound up to launch the 

hook and worm, I accidentally hooked Janie in the cheek. I caught her just 

like a big fish that was trying to eat the worm. She screamed and wanted 

to run away, but she couldn’t run away because I had caught her quite 

securely. My Grandma had to cut the hook with wire snips to get it out of 

Janie’s cheek.  

That was my first experience fishing for people.  

Last week, in our reading from the gospel according to John, the first 

disciples were disciples of John the Baptist, who noticed Jesus, shared their 

experience, and invited others to follow Jesus. In the gospel according to 

Matthew that we read this morning, Jesus takes the initiative with a 

command and a promise. The command is: “Follow me.” And the promise 

is: “I will make you fish for people.” Jesus is calling us to follow him and 

become fishers for people. 
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Jesus leaves Nazareth, where he grew up, and settles in Capernaum, 

the home of Peter and Andrew and of James and John. Both Nazareth and 

Capernaum are in Galilee which was considered Gentile territory. Nazareth 

was in the territory of the Old Testament tribe of Zebulun; Capernaum was 

in Naphtali.  

In the passage from Isaiah that Vinita read this morning, we heard 

about the grand reversal that will occur when the spiritual darkness of 

Galilee is dispelled by the dawn of the new age; when the new king 

associated with King David arrives. 

In Capernaum, Jesus begins to proclaim, “Repent for the kingdom of 

heaven has come near.” As used by Jesus, “repent” means to “change 

one’s mind,” which is a standard prophetic means of reconciling with God, 

prompting a change in direction of one’s life. When Jesus meets Peter and 

Andrew, and says to them “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people;” 

it’s a major change in the direction of their lives. 

Melvin Newland told the story about an old shoe cobbler who dreamed 

one Christmas Eve that Jesus would come to visit him the next day. The 

dream was so real that he was convinced it would come true. 

So, the next morning he got up and went out and cut green boughs 

and decorated his little cobbler shop and got all ready for Jesus to come 

and visit. He was so sure that Jesus was going to come that he just sat 

down and waited for him. 

The hours passed and Jesus didn’t come. But an old man came. He 

came inside for a moment to get warm out of the winter cold. As the 

cobbler talked with him, the cobbler noticed the holes in the old man’s 

shoes, so he reached up on the shelf and got him a new pair of shoes. He 

made sure they fit and that his socks were dry and sent him on his way. 
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Still he waited. But Jesus didn’t come. An old woman came. A woman 

who hadn’t had a decent meal in two days. They sat and visited for a while, 

and then he prepared some food for her to eat. He gave her a nourishing 

meal and sent her on her way. 

Then he sat down again to wait for Jesus. But Jesus still didn’t come. 

Then he heard a little boy crying out in front of his shop. He went out and 

talked with the boy, and discovered that the boy had been separated from 

his parents and didn’t know how to get home. So, he put on his coat, took 

the boy by the hand and led him home. 

When he came back to his little shoe shop it was almost dark and the 

streets were empty. And then, in a moment of despair, he lifted his voice to 

heaven and said, “Oh Lord Jesus, why didn’t you come?” 

And then, in a moment of silence, he seemed to hear a voice saying, 

“Oh shoe cobbler, lift up your heart. I kept my word. Three times I knocked 

at your friendly door. Three times my shadow fell across your floor. I was 

the man with the bruised feet. I was the woman you gave to eat. I was the 

boy on the homeless street.” Jesus had come. The cobbler just didn’t 

realize it. 

It’s a wonderful story of Jesus living in our midst, and the fulfilment of 

Jesus’ words, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these 

who are members of my family, you did it to me.” But we’re being called to 

follow Jesus and become fishers for people. How can we follow Jesus if, like 

the shoe cobbler, we don’t recognize him? 

Just as God uprooted the prophets from their ordinary existence, Jesus 

takes the divine initiative in calling the first disciples. Rabbis did not 

generally seek out students; Rabbis were sought out by students. But Jesus 

is different. Jesus approaches Simon and Andrew; they do not initially 



4 
 

approach him. Jesus sees them; they do not initially see Jesus. Jesus 

speaks; they do not. And then it’s the same with James and John.  

Without even asking “Where are we going?”, without even hearing 

Jesus teach, and without even witnessing a single miracle, they leave their 

nets, leave their livelihoods, and leave their families to follow Jesus. It’s the 

first miracle of Jesus’ ministry! The power of Jesus’ Word creates a 

following, making disciples of ordinary people. The church comes into being 

in response to Jesus’ Word. It’s God compelling us to follow Jesus and to 

become disciples, fishing for people. 

A young man experienced God at a worship service. Later, his friends 

questioned him about it. One asked, “Did you see a vision?” Another asked, 

“Did you hear God speak?” The young man answered their questions with a 

simple “no.” 

“Well, how did you know you experienced God?” they asked. The 

young man replied, “It’s like when you catch a fish, you can’t see the fish 

or hear the fish; you just feel the fish tugging on your line. I just felt God 

tugging on my heart.” 

Have you ever felt God tugging on your heart? A gentle tug in the 

direction of love? Or maybe a whopper of a life altering tug that disrupts 

your whole life? 

A rich young man experienced a series of devastating disappointments 

that made him feel that life was not worthwhile, as if he had nothing to live 

for. On his way to the river where he intended to end his life, a filthy street 

youth begged him for a little money to buy bread. The rich young man, 

seeing by the pained face of the boy that he was really hungry, said to 

himself, “I will see that this boy gets one good meal before I die.” 

He took the boy to a good restaurant and ordered for him a 

magnificent meal. As the young man saw the boy eat, a strange feeling of 



5 
 

joy crept into his heart. Then he thought that if he were not there to help, 

the boy would soon again be as hungry as before. So, he decided that he 

would ensure that the boy always had enough to eat. The young man had 

found happiness, because he had something to live for. Happiness is not 

about wealth. Our life has meaning and purpose when there are others we 

can care for. 

Like the disciples of Jesus, the rich young man repented (changed the 

direction of his life) and decided to follow Jesus. And without really realizing 

it, he became a fisher for people. Thanks be to God for Jesus’ life-giving 

calling and promise to us. Amen. 

 

 


