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Let’s open our hearts together in prayer. Let us pray: Gracious and 

loving God, help us to know the joy of relationship with you. In 

Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

A husband asked his wife what she wanted for Christmas. She said that 

nothing would give her more joy than a diamond necklace. So, he got her 

nothing. That would not make for a joyful Christmas! 

In our gospel reading from Matthew this morning, John the Baptist is 

not joyful. He’s in prison and sends his disciples to ask Jesus, “Are you the 

one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Good question, but 

near the beginning of the gospel according to Matthew, John the Baptist 

has already baptized Jesus. John initially resists baptizing Jesus because he 

feels that Jesus should be baptizing him. “Then John consented. And when 

Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the 

heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like 

a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my 

Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’” Wow! What a memorable 

event! There was no one physically closer to Jesus at his baptism than John 

the Baptizer. John must have experienced some of the wonder of what had 

just happened! Immediately afterward, Jesus was tempted in the 

wilderness for forty days, and then began his ministry in Galilee, called his 

disciples, taught them, and began to perform miracles. John knew that 

Jesus was special.      

During Jesus’ lifetime, there were several interpretations among the 

Israelites of what the Messiah was supposed to be like. A collection called 

The Psalms of Solomon was written in the first century Before Christ and it 
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suggests that the Messiah will be a descendant of David who will reign over 

Israel, purge Jerusalem of its Gentile conquerors, gather a holy people and 

judge the tribes, restore the tribal boundaries, and be made powerful by 

God in the Holy Spirit. The Messiah was thought to be the ideal Jewish King 

who was primarily a political and military leader. 

The Old Testament book of Isaiah was written hundreds of years 

earlier. Last week we heard from Isaiah that out of the family tree of Jesse 

(David’s father), would come a little child to lead the people in an amazing 

new age of peaceful coexistence. In our reading today, Isaiah foretells that 

all Creation will rejoice with joy and singing because “the eyes of the blind 

shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall 

leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.” A lot of 

years had passed between the peaceful prophesies of the prophet Isaiah 

and the life of John the Baptist, and in John’s time, what the Israelites may 

have really hoped for, what they thought they really needed, was a 

powerful military Messiah to free them from Roman oppression. 

After John the Baptist baptized Jesus, John continued to baptize people 

and preach repentance as a gift from heaven, and he ends up in prison. In 

those days, people did not receive a prison sentence; they stayed only a 

short time until they were exonerated, exiled or executed. It’s from prison 

that John inquires whether Jesus is the One or not. Jesus tells John that 

“the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the 

deaf hear, the dead are raised and the poor have good news brought to 

them.” Jesus is self-describing Isaiah’s vision of the Messiah. But 

something didn’t quite make sense to John; Jesus wasn’t acting how John 

thought the expected Messiah should act. Can you picture John hearing this 

message from Jesus and thinking, “That’s lovely, Jesus, I’m really happy 

for all those folks you healed, but Herod has me stuck here in this prison. 
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Why don’t you let Herod see the light and get me out of here?” From 

prison, John may have wondered whether Jesus was the hoped-for military 

Messiah. Not long afterward, Herod had John the Baptist beheaded. 

We can identify with John’s wondering. Hearing about the miracles of 

others doesn’t really help those praying for a miracle. They may 

acknowledge that miracles do happen, but wonder, “Why not for me?” John 

may have thought that Jesus was the One at his baptism, but Jesus didn’t 

seem to be fulfilling the role that John had expected while he was in prison. 

John asks the same questions that we ask today, “Is Jesus really the One, 

the Messiah? Can the way of gentleness and love really work in our world 

of chaos and corruption? Where is joy in the world?” 

Jesus affirms that John is a prophet, and even more than a prophet, 

for John himself was part of Isaiah’s prophesy: the messenger paving the 

way for the Lord and playing a decisive role in the history of salvation. John 

is the last and greatest of all the prophets and he embodies the advent of a 

new age of joy. Jesus is the fulfillment of the promises and the presence of 

God, standing out like a beacon at the turning of the ages. 

Jesus tells us that “no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist,” 

and even John, the greatest prophet of all time, questions whether Jesus is 

the One. If the greatest prophet of all time can question his faith; it’s OK 

for us to question our faith too. Matthew’s entire gospel attempts to answer 

John’s question, our question, “Is Jesus the One, the Messiah?” The answer 

is “Yes, Jesus is the One, the Messiah.” We need not look elsewhere or wait 

for another, even if at times we wonder and waver while exploring deep 

questions about our faith. 

In her book Breaking the Power, author Liberty Savard says that she 

was pretty rough in her youth, but when she became a Christian, God 

transformed her and gave her a ministry. So, she was excited to give her 
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parents a 50th anniversary party, because it would be an opportunity to 

show old friends and family how she had become “an amazing woman of 

God.” She prayed that this day would reveal to everyone in her family how 

God can change a life. Although she lived over an hour away from the party 

venue, she got ready in plenty of time. One last spray to her hair to set it, 

and she would be off … except that she grabbed bug spray from under her 

sink instead of hairspray. Quickly she showered again, but now there was 

no time to do her hair. She hopped in her car, and it wasn’t long before she 

realized it was overheating. She turned off the air conditioning but still, 

something was wrong. She had to keep adding fluid every few miles. She 

got to the party a tiny bit late - frizzy hair, oily hands, red face. She would 

just take a few moments to freshen up. However, there was a problem! In 

the heat her large jar of face cream had exploded and everything in her 

overnight bag, including makeup and hair brush and hair spray, was 

covered in white goop. Her only option was to just go out and enjoy the 

party. There was nothing else she could do. She determined to have a 

great time and laugh anyway! Later she told God she had covered the day 

with prayer, and it felt like it all had gone terribly wrong. She had wanted 

to make such a good impression. Then, she felt like God said to her, “Most 

of your family and friends remember how angry you used to be. They may 

never hear your testimony, but they saw living proof today of My power to 

change a life by the way that you handled this situation with humor and 

grace. I answered your prayers. Well done daughter.” 

Anybody can be joyful when things go well. Sometimes when things 

get messed up, through our responses, we can showcase God’s 

transforming grace and joy. 

Liberty Savard’s experience was divine joy. It can only be experienced 

in the present. Joy in the past is just a fond memory. Joy in the future is an 
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unmet expectation. Joy has to be experienced in the present, the 

imperfect, chaotic and corrupt world of the present. We are forgiven, but 

memories of the past do not disappear and they can overshadow the 

present. So, when old guilt tries to surface, smile and be thankful for the 

reminder of learning difficult lessons and then let it go. Move to the present 

and experience divine joy. When the future looms with real or imagined 

difficulties; smile and be comforted that God will be right there supporting, 

comforting and caring. Move to the present and experience divine joy. Be 

informed by the past, plan for the future and then live in the present to the 

fullest. Give thanks for the gift of each moment: for the joy of breath in our 

lungs, for the joy of beauty in the world around us, for the joy of our 

relationships with family and friends, and for the joy of God’s eternal and 

forgiving love for us. This is joy. Thanks be to God. Amen. 


