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Let’s open our hearts together in prayer. Let us pray: Gracious and 

loving God, open our hearts to understand your signs from heaven. 

In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

There were two pastors at a little evangelical church on a winding 

country road. The pastors were on the church lawn where they had 

hammered in a big sign with a hastily written message that read, “The end 

is near. Turn yourself around now, before it’s too late.” Well, a man in a 

pickup truck drove by, and hollered out of his window that he thought they 

were a couple of religious nuts. The guy sped up in a cloud of dust and 

within a few seconds there was the sound of skidding tires and a big 

splash. The two pastors were exasperated. One commented that this was 

the third time that this had happened that morning. The other pastor 

sighed and nodded. Then he reflected and replied, “Do you think we should 

have just put ‘Bridge out’ on our sign?”  

Clearly, signs should communicate the danger ahead in a way that 

people understand the danger! 

In our passage from Luke today, Jesus’ teaching in the Temple 

describes many signs that will foretell danger ahead. It’s so full of bad 

news and reasons to make us afraid and hopeless that it’s surprising it’s 

been chosen in the lectionary for Children’s Sunday. Jesus foretells the 

destruction of the temple in Jerusalem and in the days to come, “not one 

stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.” Then, when his 

anxious listeners ask when this terrible thing will happen, Jesus tells them 

they will “hear of wars and insurrections … nation will rise against nation, 

and kingdom against kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in 
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various places famines and plagues … they will arrest you and persecute 

you … you will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and 

friends; and they will put some of you to death.” Dangerous signs ahead!     

Some have interpreted this passage as foretelling apocalyptic events 

that signify the end times, when the Son of Man comes to judge the living 

and the dead. Jesus’ audience asks him for the signs of the coming 

destruction and Jesus outlines all kinds of trouble; trouble that has been 

lived out countless times and could even be confused with a summary of 

our current daily news. 

Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: there 

have been countless wars around the world, including the Great Crusades, 

two World Wars, and conflicts currently raging throughout the world. 

There’s genocide of the Rohingya in Myanmar, forced ‘re-education’ of the 

Uyghurs in China, cyber-security threats from Russia, and impeachment 

hearings in the U.S. And there are also lots of so-called ‘acts of God’: 

natural disasters like Hurricane Katrina, devastating earthquakes and 

tsunamis; there’s dangerous smog blanketing New Delhi, flooding in 

Venice, and unprecedented weather here in Brampton; there’s SARS, H1N1 

and new superbugs causing new plagues. Human conflicts, natural 

disasters and pandemic diseases provide ample possible examples of end 

time signs. Sometimes it’s overwhelming. There have been signs of danger 

looming for all generations in all times – but are they signs from heaven?  

While Jesus refers to the “end,” most believe that he is foretelling the 

destruction of the temple in Jerusalem and the persecution and arrests of 

his disciples that are later described by Luke in the Book of Acts. Events 

like the betrayal of Jesus by Judas, the persecution of the Apostles, the 

martyrdom of the Apostle James, son of Zebedee and of Stephen, and 
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Paul’s chronology of persecution and eventual martyrdom. In each case, 

Jesus’ promise to give them wisdom and words to speak is fulfilled.  

Jesus starts by describing the destruction of the Jerusalem Temple, 

which prompts his listeners to ask for signs, but then Jesus doesn’t really 

answer the question that was posed. Instead, he gives them three 

warnings: do not be led astray; do not follow false prophets; and do not be 

terrified. The end will not follow immediately, but many terrible things will 

occur, including persecution. Jesus is not trying to predict the so-called end 

times, but is trying to reinforce the spiritual resources of his followers to 

faithfully cope with the adversity and hardships that they will encounter in 

their lifetimes.  

The First Temple in Jerusalem was built about 1000 years before Christ 

by King Solomon. It was sacked and rebuilt about every 100 years and was 

totally destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 BC when the Israelites were 

forced into exile. After the fall of the Babylonian Empire, the Israelites 

returned and began to build the Second Temple. It endured for many years 

and underwent a major rebuild by King Herod starting about 20 years 

before Jesus was born. Work on the elaborate decorations continued 

throughout Jesus’ lifetime. It was a spectacular building which is described 

by the first century historian Josephus, as follows: “the exterior of the 

building wanted nothing that could astound either mind or eye. For being 

covered on all sides with massive plates of gold, the sun was no sooner up 

than it radiated so fiery a flash that persons straining to look at it were 

compelled to avert their eyes.” Then in the year 70, less than 40 years 

after Jesus was crucified, the Second Temple was destroyed by the Romans 

in the Siege of Jerusalem. Josephus was a Jewish advisor to the future 

Roman Emperor Titus who led this Siege. Jesus may have been foretelling 

this destruction of the Second Temple, but with a history of repeated 
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destruction and rebuilding, especially after the opulent renovations of King 

Herod, destruction of the Temple at some point was a pretty good bet, just 

like the multitude of wars, earthquakes and plagues ever since. 

Jesus assures his followers that notwithstanding all kinds of terrible 

trouble ahead, the severity of their persecution will be offset by the 

certainty of God’s protection. Jesus’ comfort to those who will be 

persecuted and martyred is not a contradiction, because as their faith is 

tested, their bodies may die, but they are assured of eternal life where 

their souls are gained. We’re told to not be terrified for if we endure in our 

faith; have the audacity to muster courage in the face of our fears and the 

boldness to speak in the face of our suffering; Jesus will be right there with 

us, supporting our humble human efforts with wisdom and words to say 

that will ensure our eternal salvation.  

In a TV special about faith healers that first aired in 2011, Lisa Ling 

went to a revival meeting featuring the renowned Canadian faith healer 

Todd Bentley. At the meeting, Lisa interviewed a man named Steve. When 

Steve was 18, he was in a car crash that left him with brain injury and a 

speech impediment. Years after that, he fell off a roof and was paralyzed 

from the waist down. Doctors said Steve would never walk again, but Steve 

believed this was his time to be healed. He was completely convinced that 

he would leave that meeting walking and pushing his wheelchair. He didn’t 

express a single doubt that God was about to heal him. 

In the last ten minutes of the last day, Steve’s turn came. He went 

forward to a row of people where Todd touched his forehead, repeated 

“Power, power, power, power …” and then “Bam!” Two men reached under 

Steve’s arms, and lifted him up. Even Lisa was praying for him. But after 

holding Steve up for a couple of minutes, they set him back slumping in his 

wheel chair. Steve’s physical condition was unchanged. 
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After this, Lisa became very concerned for Steve. She knew he was 

completely convinced that he would be healed and she wondered what 

would happen to his faith. When she talked to Steve after the meeting, 

though, she was amazed. He was disappointed, but his faith was unshaken. 

In his halting voice, Steve told her, “It wasn’t my time to be healed, 

but one day I will walk and run. When I get to Heaven, God will give me a 

new body.” Then Steve laid his hand on Lisa and prayed for her. It’s on 

YouTube. 

Lisa said that “a miracle did happen; it just wasn’t what I expected.” 

The miracle wasn’t in Steve’s legs; it was a miracle of his soul. Jesus said, 

“By your endurance you will gain your souls.” A physical healing is always 

temporary. But spiritual healing lasts for eternity. 

Jesus healed people who were paralyzed, sick, blind, crippled, and 

afflicted with leprosy. He even raised the dead. But Jesus made it clear that 

physical healing was not the main event. Jesus performed miraculous signs 

and wonders so that we would know the compassionate power and love of 

God, and have faith.  

Signs from heaven are not signs of looming danger. Signs from heaven 

are about hope and peace and joy and love. We live in the midst of human 

and natural dangers. In this troubling environment, we experience 

miraculous signs of God’s love for us that reinforce our faith and give us 

the heart, strength and endurance to further God’s kingdom on earth. 

That’s good news! Thanks be to God. Amen.    

 


