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Let’s open our hearts together in prayer. Let us pray: Gracious and 

loving God, open our hearts and minds to the good news of your 

love for the lost. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

This past Monday morning, I had an appointment at the Sunnybrook 

Hospital Back Clinic. Deb had already left home for an early meeting. When 

I was dressed and ready to leave; I took my keys and phone off my 

dresser and put them in my pocket; and then looked for my wallet, which 

should have been right beside my keys and phone. But no wallet. So, I 

checked my jeans pockets, Sunday dress pants pockets, kitchen counters, 

my office, then back up to the bedroom and under the chair and under the 

bed, then moved everything on my dresser, and then checked behind the 

dresser. I checked everywhere in the house I had been since church on 

Sunday – no wallet. Then I thought I must have left it in my desk at St. 

Bart’s. I could drive to the church, but I’d be late for my back appointment. 

I considered driving to the hospital without my driver’s licence in my wallet, 

but without a credit card or cash, I wouldn’t be able to get out of the 

parking area. And I couldn’t take the subway because I didn’t have cash or 

my Presto card for the subway. Time was running out and I was getting 

upset about losing my wallet and being late for my appointment. I checked 

my desk again, checked my dresser again, moved everything on my 

dresser again, checked behind the dresser again, and checked my pants 

again – no wallet. I must have left it at the church on Sunday. And then I 

saw it sitting on top of Deb’s jewelry box. Wow! Was I ever relieved! I felt 

like celebrating! My wallet was lost and now it was found! As it turned out, 

Deb needed some cash to pay the dog walker and inadvertently, in her 
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rush, didn’t put it back where it had been on my dresser before leaving for 

her early meeting. It didn’t matter, my wallet was lost and was found.  

The 15th chapter of the gospel according to Luke is three lost and found 

parables that Jesus tells tax collectors and sinners gathered around him 

while the Pharisees and scribes were grumbling nearby. The first two 

parables, that we read today, are parallel parables; parallel in theme, 

structure, phrases, and words. They’re based on experiences involving 

things of value that the gathered people would have identified with in their 

everyday lives, similar to me losing my wallet. The shepherd values the 

health and safety of his flock, even a single lost sheep; and the woman 

values the hard-earned money she has saved to feed her family, even a 

single lost coin. A parable about a man and a parable about a woman, 

searching to find something of value.  

A lost sheep will usually not bleat out when lost, but out of fear, will 

curl up and lie down in the wild brush to hide from predators. It’s so fearful 

that it can’t help in its own rescue. It must be found. It’s similar to the 

woman’s lost coin. The sheep and coin (and wallet) are incapable of dealing 

with their lost-ness and they’re found through the diligence of the one 

searching for them. The relationship is based on the mercy of the one 

searching, not upon the merit of the one found. And when they’re found, 

there’s cause for great celebration. 

There’s a tendency in these parables to identify with the person in 

control: the shepherd searching for the lost sheep; or the woman searching 

for the lost coin. But, instead, put yourself for a moment into the position 

of the lost sheep or the lost coin that’s found and returned to the group. 

How would it feel to be found after being lost? Wonderful! Now relate to the 

other 99 sheep or the other 9 coins. The searcher has laboured and worried 

over the one lost; how would you feel about a celebration for the wayward 
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one that has returned. Getting lost was probably their own fault. There’s 

sometimes a bitterness that arises when we perceive that the one who is 

lost is treated better than us. Typically, we want mercy for ourselves and 

justice for others. 

The two parables are parallel, but there’s a subtle increase in intensity 

between the two parables. The shepherd’s one lost sheep out of a flock of 

100, builds to the woman’s one lost coin, worth about a day’s wages, out of 

her life savings of ten coins. The shepherd’s search is not described, but 

the woman lights a lamp, sweeps the house and searches carefully until 

she finds her lost coin. For the shepherd’s lost sheep, there’s joy in heaven, 

which builds for the woman’s lost coin where there’s joy in the presence of 

the angels of God. 

In the parable of the shepherd and his lost sheep, the shepherd 

represents God and the one lost sheep represents the tax collectors and 

sinners who have been found. There are 99 sheep who don’t seem to be 

lost. In the parable of the woman and her lost coin, the woman represents 

God and the one lost coin represents the tax collectors and sinners who 

have been found. There are now just 9 coins that don’t seem to be lost. 

The shepherd and the woman celebrate when the lost one is found. The 

lost one is being found by God who cares about each lost soul. They’re 

found by masculine and feminine representations of God. 

The sinners and tax collectors, and the Pharisees and scribes, are the 

sheep and the coins. The sinners and tax collectors have been lost and are 

found; the Pharisees and scribes are among the group who don’t think 

they’re lost or need to be found. 

When parables occur in threes, the third one is usually the climax, 

revealing an important message that the first two parables lead up to. The 

third parable in the 15th chapter of Luke is the Parable of the Prodigal Son; 
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referring to the younger son who leaves with his share of his inheritance, is 

recklessly extravagant spending everything, and then returns destitute to 

his father and older brother. Jesus is telling us that God loves each one of 

us so much that God welcomes sinners and celebrates just like the 

incredible loving father welcomes his prodigal son in the parable. This 

message is similar to the message of the first two parables. There’s one 

sheep, one coin and one son that were lost and are found. But Jesus 

introduces the third parable by saying, “There was a man who had two 

sons,” and indeed, the parable is about the man, about the younger son 

and about the elder son. 

The younger prodigal son was terribly lost, like the lost sheep and the 

lost coin, and he returns to the father. This younger prodigal son 

represents all the tax collectors and sinners that were lost and are coming 

near to listen to Jesus. They know that they’re sinners and they’ve 

repented of their dissolute living and gathered around to hear Jesus teach 

them about God. These sinners would have recognized themselves in the 

parable and been overjoyed to hear that God would even welcome back 

someone who had turned away and sinned so grievously against his family 

and against God.  

The elder son, who obeyed his father and stayed at home, represents 

the Pharisees and scribes who are so righteous that they don’t think they 

are lost or need to be found. The elder son is already at home and has 

rigorously followed all the rules, all his life, and he doesn’t think that he’s a 

lost sinner. Both turn away from the father, but one recognizes his 

sinfulness and grudgingly, the other does not. 

Jesus moves from 99 to 9 to 1, and in so doing focuses increasingly on 

the religiously righteous pharisees and scribes who are not practicing the 

mercy and forgiveness; the grace and love taught and lived by Jesus. Like 
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the elder son, the religiously righteous pharisees and scribes are lost. The 

father, who represents God, welcomes both sons and loves both sons and 

wants both sons to celebrate together in God’s loving family of living faith. 

The parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin and the prodigal son 

tell us about God’s amazing, forgiveness and love for the lost. But the 

climax in the Parable of the Prodigal Son exposes through the elder son, 

the grudging spirit of the religiously righteous that prevents us from 

receiving God’s mercy. The good news is that those who can celebrate 

God’s grace to others can experience that grace themselves. We are lost, 

relying on God to find us wherever or however we may be lost. 

Let’s rejoice and celebrate the good news that in our lostness, we are 

each found by the grace and love of God. Thanks be to God. Amen.    

 


