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Let’s open our hearts together in prayer. Let us pray: Gracious and 

loving God, open our hearts to hear your call for us to love each 

other – more than wealth. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

An old man had lived a full, but not exactly saintly life, and was now on 

his deathbed. He called for his weeping wife. “Sara,” he said, “go to the 

fireplace and take out the third stone from the top. Reach in there, and 

bring out what you find.” 

Her fingers touched a large mason jar, and with some effort she pulled 

it up. The jar was full of cash. 

“Sara,” said the old man, “when I go, I'm going to take all that money 

with me. I want you to put that jar up in the attic by the window. I'll get it 

as I go by on my way to heaven.” 

His wife followed his instructions. That night the old man died. After 

the funeral, his wife remembered the mason jar and went up to the attic. 

The jar was still there by the window, full of money. “Oh dear,” the widow 

sighed, “I knew I should have put it in the basement.” 

Our scripture readings today are about wealth again, but the stakes 

have been raised: this week the upside is heaven and the downside is hell. 

Alan read from the letter, First Timothy this morning, likely written at 

the beginning of the second century by someone who had known Paul and 

Timothy. The writer expresses some major concerns about those who 

pursue wealth, because “the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and 

in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and 

pierced themselves with many pains.” The love of accumulating wealth 

leads away from faith to pain and ruin. For those who are already wealthy, 
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Timothy is told to encourage them not to be haughty, to hope in the 

reliability of God’s promises and not set their hopes on unreliable riches, to 

do good, and to be generous and ready to share. They are to be rich in 

good works. In this way they might take hold of God’s gift of life that really 

is life!  

There’s an old legend of a swan and a crane. A beautiful swan landed 

by the banks of a pond in which a crane was wading about looking for 

snails. For a few moments the crane watched the swan and then inquired, 

“Where do you come from?” 

“I come from heaven!” replied the swan. 

“And where’s heaven?” asked the crane. 

“Heaven!” said the swan, “Heaven! have you never heard of heaven?” 

And the beautiful swan went on to describe the wonder and beauty of 

heaven. In eloquent terms the swan described the angels, the 

peacefulness, and the joy of heaven. But she didn’t arouse the slightest 

interest from the crane. Finally, the crane asked, “Are there any snails 

there?” 

“Snails?” repeated the swan; “No, there are no snails there.” 

“Then,” said the crane, as it continued its search along the slimy banks 

of the pond, “you can have your heaven; I want snails!” 

How many of us search for earthly things we desire – snails perhaps, 

or other material things – and fail to see the attractiveness of heaven that 

God has in store for us. 

Like the crane, the rich man in our parable today spent his whole life 

focussed on accumulating earthly wealth. The other character in the 

parable, Lazarus, is the only character in any of Jesus’ parables that’s given 

a name. The un-named rich man’s conspicuous wealth is illustrated by his 

conspicuous consumption in his clothing and in his diet.  Purple was only 
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worn by high ranking officials or a member of the royal family; the Romans 

had set standards regarding who could wear purple and how much purple 

they could wear. The rich man dressed in fine linen and feasted 

sumptuously every day. At feasts, bread was used to wipe the grease from 

your hands and then thrown under the table, which the animals and 

beggars ate later. The rich man lived in a house with gates to separate him 

from the riffraff of the city. The rich were rich and the poor were poor, 

living in close proximity. 

Not much has changed. The wealthy and the not-so-wealthy still live in 

close proximity. There are many homeless people of all ages begging in 

Brampton and seeking sustenance and clothing from food banks, shelters, 

Regen, and our own outreach team. Despite close proximity, the poor are 

often ignored by the rich, dismissed as an inconvenience.   

In Jesus’ time, it was commonly believed that blessings in this life were 

a sign of God’s favour, while illness, poverty and hardships were signs of 

God’s displeasure. So, what a surprise Jesus’ parable must have been when 

he got mid-way through! There’s a reversal in the afterlife, where the rich 

man becomes poor and the poor man becomes rich. We don’t know why 

Lazarus died, perhaps from malnutrition. And we don’t know why the rich 

man died, perhaps from overeating. It’s an interesting irony to have the 

two so close, both dying because of the failure to share. 

From Hell, the rich man uses the poor man’s name, “Lazarus,” implying 

that he knew the man in life and did nothing to help him. He refers to 

Lazarus in the third person though, and still sees Lazarus as being available 

to serve his needs, “Send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and 

cool my tongue.” When that fails, the rich man finally thinks of others – his 

five brothers – and asks Abraham to send Lazarus to them. He wants 

Lazarus to rise from the dead to warn them, but he still assumes that 
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Lazarus is subservient; his messenger. Abraham responds that if the 

brothers have not heeded Moses and the prophets speaking clearly through 

the scriptures, why would they listen to a poor wretch who says he has 

risen from the dead? There’s a clear allusion to Jesus, who rose from the 

dead to tell the world about the power and love of God, but many didn’t 

believe. 

At the beginning of the parable, we tend to relate to the rich man who 

hardly notices Lazarus. The description of Lazarus and his sores licked by 

wild dogs is disgusting and hardly one we want to relate to. But, it’s hard to 

relate to the rich man in hell, even though we might still have some 

sympathy for him, especially when he tries to forewarn his five brothers. 

And despite his good fortune in the afterlife, it’s still hard to relate to 

Lazarus. In the end, we’re left considering the future of the five brothers. 

Will they hear the Word of God calling them to love their neighbour? The 

stakes are high for the five brothers - and for us. 

There are two times in our lifetimes when we tend to focus most 

clearly on God’s gift of life and loving relationship. The first time is when 

we’re babies. Babies are not at all concerned about wealth and material 

possessions. They’re only concerned about being fed, having clean clothing 

to keep them warm and dry, and the security of their loving family. The 

love and comfort that they’re provided as children, and the nurturing by a 

loving faith community of family and friends makes a huge difference in 

their lives.  

Alan read that “we brought nothing into the world so that we can take 

nothing out of it.” Interestingly, the other time that we tend to focus most 

clearly on God’s gift of life and loving relationship is when we’re dying. At 

the hospital in the Trauma Room, in the Intensive Care Unit, or in Palliative 

Care, patients and families don’t usually talk about the stock market, or 
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return on investments and payback periods. Bigger and nicer houses and 

fancy cars are seldom discussed. What’s important is conveying love, 

laughing over fun old memories together and reconciling long held guilt and 

regret. When it comes down to the wire, it’s our life in relation to others 

that matters most. The prospect of death brings our true priorities into 

focus and we turn to God and to our loving relationships. 

We’re all living in the time between the date of our birth and the 

unknown date of our death – a time often referred to at funerals as “the 

dash.” It’s a relatively short period of time. If you’ve spent your life 

focussed on accumulating wealth, it will be for naught. We’re meant to 

learn together, to overcome hardships together, to share together, and to 

enjoy life together. Today is the first day of the rest of your life. Like the 

Pharisees, we are forgiven; forgive others, love each other – more than 

wealth, and enjoy God’s gift of life that really is life! Thanks be to God. 

Amen. 

 


