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Let’s open our hearts together in prayer. Let us pray: Gracious and 

loving God, help us to value what is truly valuable. In Jesus’ name 

we pray, Amen. 

A man had a horrible dream. He said, “I dreamed that God took my 

Sunday offering and multiplied it by ten, and this became my weekly 

income. In no time I lost my colour TV, had to give up my new car and 

couldn’t make my house payment. After all, what can a fellow do on $10 a 

week?”  

We invest our time and our wealth in things that are important to us. 

Think for a moment, what is really, really important to you? Do members of 

your family come to mind? Does good health come to mind? Does a 

peaceful and loving community come to mind? They all do for me. Now, 

how much are you willing to invest in the things that are most important to 

you? Investing of your time and of your wealth? It gets tricky because none 

of us know the time horizon that we need to invest for, or know our future 

needs. And in that trickiness, we’re susceptible to having wealth, and the 

pursuit of wealth, mess up our priorities. 

In Paul’s letter to Timothy, Bev read that Paul urges “supplications, 

prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone,” including 

“kings and all who are in high positions.” The poor praying for the powerful 

and wealthy is interesting, and according to Paul, it’s “right and is 

acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour.” 

Our gospel reading from the beginning of the 16th chapter of Luke also 

discusses wealth. But did you find it confusing and troublesome? Are we 

being encouraged to act like the dishonest manager? Commentators have 
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struggled with this passage from the beginning. In the Lectionary 

Commentary series, Feasting on the Word, Charles Cousar says, “This 

bewildering parable, and the positive use Jesus makes of its shifty 

protagonist, may never be satisfactorily solved.” Penny Nixon says “the 

parable’s meaning has stumped even the best and most creative 

interpreters of scripture.” God and wealth is a tough subject and it’s made 

more difficult by the Parable of the Dishonest Manager. 

The 16th chapter of Luke begins and ends with a parable about God and 

wealth: it begins with the parable of the rich man and the dishonest 

manager; and it ends with the parable of the rich man and Lazarus. Both 

parables begin with, “There was a rich man.” Between the two parables are 

a collection of sayings about “the Pharisees, who were lovers of money.” 

There’s a recurring theme that one’s money must be handled wisely and 

that the Pharisees are not good managers of God’s resources. 

The rich man’s debtors owed him a lot of oil and a lot of grain, which 

represents a lot of money. The rich man’s manager secured the debtors 

goodwill for himself by reducing their debts at the rich man’s expense. In 

trying to sort out why Jesus told this parable, commentators speculate on 

three possibilities: first, the manager is simply acting illegally and cheating 

the rich man; or second, the manager is eliminating the interest owed, 

which was prohibited by law; or third, the manager is eliminating his 

commission owed in connection with the debt. Alternatives two and three 

paint the manager in a more positive light, but they’re unlikely. The first 

alternative, where the manager is cheating the rich man through the illegal 

and dishonest reduction of the debts owed to the rich man is by far the 

most likely. And we’re rightly troubled by the rich man’s praise of the 

manager for shrewdly, but dishonestly, providing for his own future.  
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The rich man’s praise for the manager is unexpected. Are we being 

challenged to be as clever as the manager in ensuring our own future? As 

unsavoury as the shrewd manager seems, in Jesus’ time there were many 

popular stories of shrewd tricksters. Moses Gaster, in The Exempla of the 

Rabbis, wrote an interesting story of a trickster told by the rabbis. Gaster 

wrote, “A man once caught stealing was ordered by the king to be hanged. 

On the way to the gallows he said to the governor that he knew a 

wonderful secret and it would be a pity to allow it to die with him and he 

would like to disclose it to the king. He would put a seed of a pomegranate 

in the ground and through the secret taught to him by his father he would 

make it grow and bear fruit overnight. The thief was brought before the 

king and on the morrow, the king accompanied by the high officers of 

state, came to the place where the thief was waiting for them. There the 

thief dug a hole and said, ‘This seed must only be put in the ground by a 

man who has never stolen or taken anything which did not belong to him. I 

being a thief cannot do it.’ So he turned to the Vizier [a high ranking 

official] who, frightened, said that in his younger days he had retained 

something that did not belong to him. The treasurer said that dealing with 

such large sums, he might have entered too much or too little and even the 

king owned that he had kept a necklace of his father’s. The thief then said, 

‘You are all mighty and powerful and want nothing and yet you cannot 

plant the seed, whilst I who have stolen a little because I was starving am 

to be hanged.’ The king, pleased with the ruse of the thief, pardoned him.”    

Is the dishonest manager to be interpreted as a shrewd trickster that 

earns our favour by giving away the rich man’s wealth? Is his shrewdness 

good cause for the rich man’s praise? 

Last Sunday, we discussed the three lost and found parables that 

conclude with the Parable of the Prodigal Son. Our reading today follows 
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immediately from this last Parable of the Prodigal Son. In both cases, there 

is a wealthy landowner. The prodigal son squanders his father’s wealth; the 

manager squanders the rich man’s wealth. Both are forgiven, praised and 

welcomed back. Our immediate reaction is to think that the prodigal son 

and the dishonest manager are scoundrels that should be punished; 

certainly not welcomed back and celebrated by the father and by the rich 

man. We react like the elder son, seeking justice rather than forgiveness 

and love. And so, we’re upset when the manager is praised and welcomed 

back by the rich man. But Jesus is telling us that God forgives our sin; all 

of our sin. God welcomes back the prodigal son and God welcomes back 

the dishonest manager. 

After welcoming back the prodigal son, the father tries to encourage 

the elder son, who represents the Pharisees, to join in the celebration. God 

wants the Pharisees to celebrate the lost sinners that are being found, but 

the Pharisees are judgemental and too righteous to realize that they’re lost 

too. In the Parable of the Dishonest Manager, the rich man represents God 

and the dishonest manager represents the Pharisees. God forgives the 

manager for his misdeeds and commends him for the shrewd distribution of 

wealth; God’s wealth. The downfall of the dishonest manager is that in 

giving away God’s wealth, he’s motivated by personal return. He’s still 

motivated by wealth and you can’t serve God and wealth. The Pharisees 

are represented by the 99 sheep out of a hundred, the nine coins out of 

ten, the one son out of two, and now the one manager out of one. In the 

very next sentence that follows our reading today, Luke begins, “The 

Pharisees, who were lovers of money.” 

The chief duty of a manager is to be faithful, even in small things. Fred 

Craddock in Luke, Interpretation, says that “Most of us will not this week 

christen a ship, write a book, end a war, appoint a cabinet, dine with a 
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queen, convert a nation, or be burned at the stake. More likely the week 

will present no more than a chance to give a cup of water, write a note, 

visit a nursing home, vote for a county commissioner, teach a Sunday 

school class, share a meal, tell a child a story, go to choir practice, and 

feed the neighbour’s cat. ‘Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also 

in much.’” 

We’re called by God to be faithful managers, mostly in many little 

ways. As God’s managers, we’ve been given access to the resources of 

God. Let’s be faithful managers of God’s resources, use them shrewdly, and 

invest in the glorious future that awaits us. Thanks be to God. Amen.  


