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Let’s open our hearts together in prayer. Let us pray: Gracious and 

loving God, envelop us in the loving mystery of relationship with 

you: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

One Father’s Day, a father and son went fishing. After a couple of 

hours out in the boat, the boy became curious about the world around him. 

He asked his father, “How does this boat float?” The father thought for a 

moment, then replied, “I don’t rightly know, son.” 

The boy returned to his contemplation, then turned back to his father, 

“How do fish breathe underwater?” Again, the father replied, “I don’t rightly 

know, son.” 

A little later the boy asked his father, “Why is the sky blue?” Once 

again, the father replied. “I don’t rightly know, son.” 

Worried he was annoying his father, the boy asked, “Dad, do you mind 

my asking you all of these questions?” “Of course not son. If you don’t ask 

questions, you’ll never learn anything!” 

We chuckle at the father’s inability to answer his son’s many questions. 

But the endearing part of this story is that the father is out fishing with his 

son on Father’s Day. And for many big questions, the truthful answer is “I 

don’t rightly know.” 

The great fourth century theologian, Augustine, while puzzling over the 

doctrine of the Trinity, was walking along the beach when he observed a 

young boy with a bucket, running back and forth to pour water into a little 

hole. Augustine asked, “What are you doing?” The boy replied, “I’m trying 

to put the ocean into this hole.” Augustine then realized that he had been 

trying to put an infinite God into his finite mind. 
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Like Augustine, we’re guided in our understanding of God and God’s 

triune nature by the scriptures that describe Jesus’ teaching about God. In 

our gospel reading today, which is a part of Jesus’ farewell discourse, Jesus 

says, “When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth.” 

All that God has belongs to Jesus and all that Jesus has will be declared to 

us by the Holy Spirit. The apostle Paul writes to the Romans that we have 

peace with God through Jesus and that “God’s love has been poured into 

our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.” The Holy 

Trinity: they’ve been the subject of much puzzling since the time of Jesus.   

The Christian doctrine of the Trinity describes one God in whom there 

are three “persons” who share one “substance.” When we pray, we address 

God, the Father, through the Son, Jesus, in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

This concept is unique and we still wrestle with Augustine’s dilemma: an 

infinite God and our finite minds. 

 Since we can’t fully know the mysteries of the Trinity, many people 

have tried to express their understanding through analogy and metaphor. 

Tertullian, a prolific early Christian writer born in the year 155, described 

God the Father as “a deep root, the Son as the shoot that breaks forth into 

the world, and the Spirit as that which spreads beauty and fragrance.” 

Another, more current analogy is GPS, the Global Positioning System 

invented by the U.S. Department of Defence that became fully operational 

in 1995. There are lots of satellites orbiting the earth sending out radio 

waves. The GPS unit in your phone or car receives the signals from the 

satellites and determines where you are on the map to within one foot! It 

takes the satellites up in the sky, the maps, and the radio waves to help 

you find out where you are and how to get to where you want to go! God is 

like the satellites in heaven, Jesus mapped out the Way here on earth and 
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the Holy Spirit helps us to get the information from the satellites and the 

map so that we can stay on the Way! It’s one trinitarian GPS system. 

Other analogies include the Trinity as being like a shamrock: there are 

three leaves but only one stem. Or the Trinity as being like water, steam 

and ice: three forms of the same chemical substance. The real problem is 

that the Trinity is like nothing else, for the three persons of the Trinity are 

not defined chemically or physically or electronically, but relationally: the 

Trinity is divine relationship and to the extent humanly possible, we are 

invited into that relationship of love. The Trinity is as difficult to explain as 

love itself. Like the disciples, we’re not able to fully understand what we’re 

told until we actually experience it. Love is one of those experiences. The 

Holy Trinity is another.  

Jesus tells his disciples, “I still have many things to say to you, but you 

cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you 

into all the truth.” Jesus has so much to tell his disciples about the kingdom 

of God, but the disciples, despite hearing from Jesus and witnessing many 

miracles, still don’t understand. And what Jesus still has to tell them will be 

too difficult and too amazing for them to understand. They have not yet 

witnessed the crucifixion of Jesus and the resurrection of Jesus on Easter 

morning. They have not yet seen Jesus’ wounds, spoken with the risen 

Christ, and eaten with him. And importantly, they have not yet experienced 

the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon all believers at Pentecost, for when 

they do, they will start to understand the things that Jesus has been telling 

them. They will go forward from Pentecost with confidence and joy 

because, through the Holy Spirit, Jesus will be with them always even 

though he is not physically visible. Jesus is the Truth and the Holy Spirit is 

the Spirit of Truth, the Spirit of Jesus who is with us always. 
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When the Holy Spirit is inside of us, there’s going to be evidence; the 

Holy Spirit will be evident in the living of our lives. If a person is filled with 

anger, then anger controls their life. If a person is filled with greed, then 

greed controls their life. If a person is filled with love, then love controls 

their life. If we’re filled with the Holy Spirit, we’re guided by love in the 

power of the Holy Spirit. And love is relational, like a father out fishing with 

his son. 

As we wrestle with the meaning of the Trinity, think about God’s desire 

for relationship with us. Pause to feel the Holy Spirit stirring within you and 

guiding you in the Way of Jesus; the Messiah; God incarnate. Three in One. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 


