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Let’s open our hearts together in prayer. Let us pray: Gracious and 

loving God, may the humble words spoken and the thoughts and 

feelings of those who hear, glorify you. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 

St. Francis de Sales, in his Introduction to the Devout Life, said that 

“There are people who are made proud and insolent by riding a good horse, 

wearing a feather in their hat, or being dressed in a fine suit of clothes: but 

who sees not the folly of this? For if there be any glory in such things, the 

glory belongs to the horse, the bird and the tailor.” 

In this context, we know what glory means, but after I chose the title 

for this sermon today, I was a little concerned that I didn’t exactly know 

what ‘glorified’ meant in the title God Glorified. So, I checked it out on-line. 

The first definition of glorify said that it was a transitive verb (I was over 

my head already); a transitive verb that meant “to make glorious by 

bestowing honour, praise or admiration.” I think my grade 12 English 

teacher would give that definition a failing grade because it uses the 

derivative glorious to define glorify!     

In another definition, I learned that the English word is the equivalent 

of a number of Hebrew and Greek words. In the Old Testament, God 

glorifies Godself through God’s direction of the course of history. In the Old 

Testament, God also glorifies God’s people, and in the New Testament, God 

glorifies Jesus. People may also glorify God, that is, to give to God or to 

Jesus, the worship and reverence that are God’s due.  

Our gospel reading from the gospel according to John uses the word 

glorify or glorified five times in the first two sentences, “Now the Son of 
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Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been 

glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at 

once.” God glorifying Godself and God glorifying Jesus are covered. But 

then the passage abruptly changes to Jesus explaining that he is leaving, 

and Jesus gives the disciples a new commandment that sounds a lot like 

the old commandments to love God and to love your neighbour. 

In the passages just before our gospel reading this morning, Jesus is in 

the Upper Room with his Disciples: Jesus washes their feet, setting an 

example for them to be servants; Jesus shares a last Communion meal of 

bread and wine with them – his Last Supper; Jesus identifies Judas as the 

one who will betray him to the authorities; and then, “when Judas had 

gone out,” Jesus tells them about being glorified and about his new 

commandment. The next day, Jesus is crucified. 

In Terry’s reading from Acts, Luke tells us that “the apostles and the 

believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted the 

word of God.” The Jewish people, the circumcised believers, criticized Peter 

for eating with uncircumcised gentile men, which was a violation of the 

cleanliness laws. Peter responds by telling them the vision he had about 

inclusivity. When Peter goes to Caesarea, as instructed by the Holy Spirit, 

he begins to speak to Gentiles gathered in a house and they’re filled with 

the Holy Spirit. The inclusivity of God’s love is revealed. 

After the resurrection on Easter morning, Jesus establishes a new 

relationship for all humanity with himself, with God and with each other 

through the Holy Spirit. This inclusive new relationship is foretold when 

Jesus gives the Disciples a new commandment, “that you love one 

another.” But what’s new? The commandment to love lies at the heart of 

the Torah. In the Great Commandment of Deuteronomy, it tells us that 

“you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
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soul, and with all your might.” And in the rules of Leviticus it tells us that 

“you shall love your neighbour as yourself.” Jesus affirms that these are 

the two greatest commandments when he says, “You shall love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. 

This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.” So, a new commandment to love one 

another hardly seems new. 

James Packer in Your Father Loves You, says that “glorifying God” is a 

six-fold activity that recognizes God’s worth or worthiness; and looks God-

ward acknowledging the value of what we see. Packer says the six activities 

of glorifying God found in the Bible are: 1) praising God for all that God is 

and all God’s achievements; 2) thanking God for God’s gifts and goodness 

to us; 3) asking God to meet our own and others’ needs; 4) offering God 

our gifts, our service and ourselves; 5) learning about God from God’s 

Word, read and preached, and obeying God’s call; and 6) telling others 

about God by public confession and testimony to what God has done for us. 

Glorifying God is therefore petition and praise, preaching and prayer, 

hearing and speaking, actions and words, obeying and offering, loving 

people and loving God. 

To understand God Glorified, we need to focus on the context of Jesus’ 

new commandment. Jesus says, “Where I am going, you cannot come. I 

give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 

loved you, you also should love one another.” Jesus alludes to his death, 

resurrection and ascension. And then he gives them a new commandment 

to love one another, just as I have loved you. That’s the key difference, 

“just as I have loved you.” Jesus is inviting them into the love that is the 

relationship between God and Jesus. And their participation in this love is 
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evidenced by acts of love that join the believer in relationship with God and 

Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit.   

This context leads the disciples and us to consider the commandments 

to love God and to love one’s neighbour again. To love each other as Jesus 

loves us is much greater than to merely love one’s neighbour or even to 

love one’s enemies as a human endeavour. For Jesus’ love for us is love 

that has no limits, no boundaries, no restrictions. Jesus’ ultimate 

expression of love is to die for us on the cross.  

Jesus’ commandment to love one another as he loves us is a profound 

plea to his disciples for them to abide in his Way of life and love. There’s no 

time for parables or paradoxes as Judas has just left to betray Jesus and 

the events of Good Friday are rapidly unfolding. There’s not much time. 

Jesus pleas for the disciples to have love for one another that is greater 

even than one’s love for oneself. The disciples will suffer persecution and 

torture, and they will need to support each other in God’s miraculous love. 

It’s about love that is not merely an emotion, but a self-giving act of God’s 

love. 

I came across a poem written by Karl Eckhoff that I have taken the 

liberty of amending a little. Karl writes: 

 

Blow the trump and ring the bell; 

Dress it up and make it sell; 

Fill it with the rich and well; 

And count the heads. We’re doing well! 

But where’s the faith [and glory]? 

 

Read the creed and get it right; 

Hold it fast with all your might; 

Close the door and bolt it tight; 

We’ve no need for further light! 

But where’s the faith [and glory]? 
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Build the church and make it grow, 

Cushioned pews in classic row; 

Made for comfort we love so. 

Come in, relax, enjoy the show! 

But where’s the faith [and glory]? 

 

But … 

 

In the sickroom on the bed – 

Invalid, helpless, but not dead. 

Hear her praying through the pain, 

“May my suffering be your gain.” 

There’s the faith [and glory]. 

 

Here a loving mother gives, 

With all the reason that she lives, 

To strive against unnumbered odds 

And bring her children to know God. 

There’s the faith [and glory]. 

 

Surprising, isn’t it, where the faith [and glory] is found; 

Not where reigns the world renown, 

But in the din of work and strife, 

Where the Cross meets daily life. 

There’s the faith [and God glorified]. 

 

It's a tall order to comply with Jesus’ new commandment; a tall order 

for his Disciples; and perhaps an even taller order for us today. And it’s not 

merely a suggestion; it’s a commandment, that through compliance we will 

be known as disciples of Jesus. It’s a commandment that can be complied 

with, only through the active participation of God and Jesus and the Holy 

Spirit in our lives. And in a circular kind of way, through our compliance 

and God’s participation, we glorify God and we are glorified by God. God 

Glorified. Amen. 


