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Let’s open our hearts together in prayer. Let us pray: Gracious and 

loving God, open our eyes to know how much we are loved. In 

Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

A devout old shepherd lost his Bible while he was out looking for a 

wayward lamb. Three weeks later, a sheep walked up to him carrying the 

Bible in its mouth. The shepherd couldn’t believe his eyes. He took the 

precious book out of the sheep’s mouth, raised his eyes heavenward and 

exclaimed, “It’s a miracle!” “Not really,” said the sheep. “Your name is 

written inside the cover.” 

Which part is the miracle: the Bible being found; the Bible being 

returned by a sheep; the shepherd’s name inside the cover; or the sheep 

reading and talking? Or all of these? 

Today we read about Jesus’ final healing miracle, which concludes 

Jesus’ ministry outside of Jerusalem. The crowds following Jesus attempt to 

silence the blind beggar Bartimaeus, who cries out to Jesus for help. 

Bartimaeus’ faith overcomes their obstacles and Jesus heals him. A version 

of the healing of blind Bartimaeus is also told by both Matthew and Luke. In 

the gospel according to Mark, the blind man is specifically named 

Bartimaeus, son of Timaeus, who wants to see again – he was apparently 

not blind at birth. This is unusually specific. Mark describes a multifaceted 

miracle story, and it makes us wonder, “Which part is the miracle?”  

Jesus is surrounded by insiders: followers who have joined along on his 

journey to Jerusalem. They’re protective of Jesus, or perhaps protective of 

their privileged fellowship of faithful followers. They attempt to keep the 

blind beggar Bartimaeus on the outside, away from Jesus. Yet, when Jesus 
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hears Bartimaeus and then stops and calls him, the crowd encourages 

Bartimaeus, feigning pious hospitality, “Take heart; get up, he is calling 

you.” They’re obedient to Jesus’ wishes, but as insiders, they’re still blind to 

the real identity of Jesus and his miraculous ministry of compassion and 

love. 

Throughout the gospels, Jesus is reported to have made the blind see 

and the lame walk, along with many other miracles. Some understand 

these miracles literally, some metaphorically, and some not at all. For 

those who don’t believe in miracles, Frederick Buechner suggests in his 

book Wishful Thinking, that there are several possible secular 

interpretations: 

 First, the idea of miracles is an offense to our reason and to our 

dignity. Therefore, miracles don't happen. 

 Second, unless there is objective medical evidence to substantiate the 

claim that a miraculous healing has happened, you can assume it 

hasn't. 

 Third, if the medical authorities agree that a healing is inexplicable in 

terms of present scientific knowledge, you can simply ascribe this to 

the deficiencies of present scientific knowledge. 

 Finally, if otherwise intelligent and honest human beings are convinced 

that it is God who has healed them, you can assume that their 

sickness, like its cure, was purely psychological.  

The faithful alternative is that sometimes, for some reason, God wants 

to teach us something and as a sign of God’s power and love, a miracle 

happens. Among Christians, miracles happen frequently. 

Jesus asks Bartimaeus the same question that he asked brothers 

James and John last week, “What do you want me to do for you?” The 

brothers, who were among the 12 disciple insiders, blindly wanted positions 
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of prestige and power to Jesus’ right and left. They didn’t get it. When 

summoned by Jesus, blind Bartimaeus impulsively throws off his cloak, 

which is likely his only possession, leaves his old life behind him, and 

addresses Jesus in Aramaic, Rabbouni, meaning Teacher, “let me see 

again.” Jesus tells him, “Go; your faith has made you well,” and Bartimaeus 

is healed immediately, but he doesn’t “go.” Bartimaeus leaves everything 

behind, including his cloak, and follows Jesus to Jerusalem. 

It was a common expectation among the Israelites that the Messiah 

was to come as a new king in the lineage of King David to restore Israel to 

political prominence. Bartimaeus hails Jesus, “Son of David, have mercy on 

me!” He recognises Jesus as the long-expected merciful Messiah. In the 

next chapter, the crowd will throw their cloaks and palm branches on the 

road before Jesus riding upon a young donkey, shouting, “Blessed is the 

coming kingdom of our ancestor David!” But we know that the crowds don’t 

yet understand and they will have a dramatic change of heart between the 

exuberance of Palm Sunday and the darkness of Good Friday.    

When Jesus announced his ministry, he quoted the prophesy of Isaiah, 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me … He has sent me to proclaim … 

recovery of sight to the blind.” The story of the healing of blind Bartimaeus 

suggests there are two main kinds of blindness. The first kind of blindness 

is the blindness of Bartimaeus. Bartimaeus was physically unable to see 

and so he was consigned to a life of poverty and begging. But he can see 

that Jesus is the Messiah and the Messiah can heal him. It was a gift of 

faith.  

The second kind of blindness is the blindness of the disciples. The 

disciples can physically see, but in this case they can’t see the 

compassionate will of God. The crowds can’t see either. They tried to shut 

Bartimaeus up. It’s a religious crowd, on their way to a religious Passover 



4 
 

festival and while they can physically see, they can’t spiritually see the will 

of God. 

The disciples’ spiritual blindness was healed by Jesus dying on the 

cross and after three days, miraculously rising from the dead and meeting 

with them. Bartimaeus’ physical blindness was healed by a miracle of 

Jesus. And he left his old life of blindness behind, and followed Jesus, 

wearing only a linen cloth. After Jesus has been betrayed and arrested, 

Mark says that the disciples “deserted him and fled. But a certain young 

man was following him, wearing nothing but a linen cloth. They caught hold 

of him, but he left the linen cloth and ran off naked.” It’s an unusual 

comment and it might have been Bartimaeus, faithfully following Jesus. 

Then, on Easter morning, the women notice that the stone had been rolled 

back, and as “they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a 

white robe, sitting on the right side” who then tells them that Jesus has 

been raised and that he will meet them in Galilee. We usually think of the 

young man as an angel, but he might have been Bartimaeus.  

Helen Keller said, “Better to be blind and to see with your heart, than 

to have two good eyes and see nothing.” Shortly before her sixtieth 

birthday, Helen Keller expressed pity for the real unseeing, for those who 

have eyes yet do not see. She says: “If the blind put their hand in God’s, 

they find their way more surely than those who see but have not faith or 

purpose.”  

Miracles are acts of God that bring us from the darkness into the light 

and focus our attention on what really matters. May we all have hearts to 

see the miraculous love of God enlightening our lives. Amen. 


