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Let’s open our hearts together in prayer. Let us pray: Gracious and loving God, help us to know what it 

means to be a part of your family. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Lots of families are complicated. But consider the marriage mayhem created when 76-year-old Bill Baker 

married Edna Harvey. Edna is his granddaughter’s husband’s mother. 

It caused a lot of complications according to Bill Baker’s granddaughter, Lynn, who explains, “My mother-in-

law is now my step-grandmother. My grandfather is now my stepfather-in-law. My mom is my sister-in-law and my 

brother is my nephew. But even crazier is that I’m now married to my uncle and my own children are my cousins.” 

I get confused at second cousins! Lots of families are complicated. Jesus makes it a bit easier by saying 

that we are all one family; brothers and sisters in the love of God, our Father. 

At the time of Jesus, it was getting complicated in the Jerusalem religious community, and it was getting 

complicated in Jesus’ family. Jesus left his family to pursue his ministry near the Sea of Galilee. Just before our 

gospel reading today, Jesus appointed his twelve apostles and they went to his home. The crowds were 

blockading them in the house and they couldn’t even eat. During the complicated dialogue, Jesus utters one of the 

most troublesome statements of the New Testament. With his mother and brothers outside the house calling for 

him, Jesus says, “‘Who are my mother and my brothers?’ And looking at those who sat around him, he said, ‘Here 

are my mother and my brothers!’” It doesn’t seem to fit with our understanding of the importance of family.  

The evidence is convincing that the better our family relationships are at home, the more effective we are in 

our careers. If we’re having difficulty with a loved one, that difficulty will be translated into reduced performance on 

the job. In studying the millionaires in America, U.S. News and World Report, painted a picture of the “typical” 

millionaire as an individual who has worked eight to ten hours a day for thirty years and is still married to his or her 

high school or college sweetheart. A New York executive search firm, in a study of 1,365 corporate vice 

presidents, discovered that 87% were still married to their one and only spouse and that 92% were raised in two-

parent families. The evidence is overwhelming that the family is an important foundation of society.  

Mark tells a complicated little story about Jesus and his family in a very interesting way that helps to shed 

some light on its message. There are actually two stories embedded, one within the other, in a literary form called 

a chiastic structure. The themes go A B C B’ A’. The C is the focal point and primary message. The A’s are the 

parts about Jesus’ family, the B’s are the parts about the scribes, and C is the parable about the strong man, who 

is Satan. 
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Mark begins by mentioning that Jesus’ family went out to restrain Jesus because he’s gone out of his mind. 

Jesus’ family is outside and Mark literally says that they believe Jesus “stood outside” himself. Jesus’ opponents 

are always outside in one way or another and those who believe are inside.  

The dialogue then moves to the scribes, who are religious authorities who have come from Jerusalem to 

charge Jesus with being possessed by Satan. At the time, people charged with demon possession and doing 

magic could be banished or executed, so the charge was serious. 

The middle “C” part of the story is Jesus speaking in parables. The parables turn the tables against his 

opponents by showing the absurdity of their views and fixes the absurd image of the parable in people’s minds. 

First, a house divided cannot stand and it’s ridiculous that Satan would cast out himself. The readers of Mark 

already know that the demons recognize Jesus as the Holy One of God, so it’s ironic that the demons know who 

Jesus is, but the religious authorities do not. The next image is of robbing a strong man and Jesus is able to bind 

up the strong man and is therefore stronger than Satan. Jesus is one with God and is stronger than evil. That’s the 

primary message: Jesus is one with God and is stronger than evil. 

Then we return back to the scribes and Jesus accuses them of blasphemy. “People will be forgiven for their 

sins and whatever blasphemes they utter.” And then in apparent contradiction, blasphemy against the Holy Spirit 

is an unforgivable eternal sin. Here, the unforgivable sin is the scribes’ lack of belief in the Holy Spirit in Jesus, 

which separates them from God, who is the source of forgiveness. A sin that separates one from the source of 

forgiveness makes the sin impossible to forgive. 

Finally, we get back to where we began, with Jesus’ family, who have come to take him away. All of Jesus’ 

apostles had left their homes, their families and their careers to follow Jesus. Jesus’ family are still outside; they’re 

not disciples. Jesus warns that family can sometimes be the source of traditions that aren’t positive. Some 

traditions may need to change. The raising of children within families can be wonderful, but it can also be 

influenced by the strong man from whose binding Jesus sets us free. Family authority cannot be set above doing 

the will of God. 

Jesus’ true family are on the inside and see God’s presence in Jesus, who says, “Whoever does the will of 

God is my brother and sister and mother.” Jesus is telling us that we are all one family living together in God’s 

love. And God’s love is stronger than the forces of evil. 

On a hot summer day in south Florida a little boy decided to go for a swim in the pond behind his house. In 

a hurry to dive into the cool water, he ran out the back door, leaving behind shoes, socks, and shirt as he went. He 

flew into the water, not realizing that as he swam toward the middle of the pond, an ominous alligator was 

swimming toward the shore. 
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The boy’s mother, in the house, was looking out the window and saw the two as they got closer and closer 

together. In total fear, she ran toward the water, yelling to her son as loudly as she could. Hearing her voice, the 

little boy became alarmed and made a U-turn to swim to his mother. But it was too late. Just as he reached her, 

the alligator reached him. From the dock, the mother grabbed her little boy by the arms just as the alligator 

snatched his legs. An incredible tug-of-war began between the two. 

The alligator was much stronger than the mother, but the mother was much too passionate to let go. A 

farmer happened to drive by, heard her screams, raced from his truck, took aim and shot the alligator. 

Remarkably, after weeks and weeks in the hospital, the little boy survived. 

His legs were extremely scarred by the vicious attack. And, on his arms, were deep scratches where his 

mother’s fingernails dug into his flesh in her effort to hang on to her beloved son. 

A reporter who interviewed the boy after the trauma, asked if he would show him his scars. The boy lifted 

his pant legs; and then, with obvious pride, he said to the reporter, “But look at my arms. I have great scars on my 

arms, too. I have them because my mom wouldn’t let go.”  

Like a mother’s love for her child, God will not let us go. When the strong man is trying to pull you under, 

know that God is stronger. We are one family living in the love of God. Thanks be to God. Amen. 


